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CIECH 

exports  Pharmaceutical  Fine  Chemicals  listed  below: 

1 .  Antibiotics 

2.  Alkaloids 

3.  Codeine  and  its  salts 

4.  Hormones  and 
organotherapeutics 

5.  Cardiac  glucosides 

6.  Salicylates 

7.  Sulphonamides 

8.  Dextran  and  other 
drugs 

packed 

a.  in  bulk  for  industrial 
purposes 


b.  in  retail  packings  for 
pharmaceutical  purposes 

It  should  be  stressed  that  the 
above  mentioned  Pharmaceu- 
tical Fine  Chemicals  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  latest 
world  pharmacopoeias  like  BP 
and  USPin  respect  of  quality. 
A  wide  range  of  finished 
drugs  includes  injections, 
coated  tablets,  tablets,  cap- 
sules, ointments,  syrups,  etc. 


The  sole  exporter: 


Import  and  Export  of  Chemicals  Ltd. 
PHARMACEUTICAL  PRODUCTS  DIVISION 
Warszawa,  Jasna  12,  Poland 
P.O.  Box  271 

Cables:  CIECH  PH  ARM  A -WARSZAWA 
Telex:  81 4561 


Detailed  information  is  available  from  our  Agents : 

ANGLO-DAL  LTD.,  Chesterfield  House,  Bloomsbury  Way,  London  W.C.1.  Telex  :  23825  Cables :  ANGLODAL  London 
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Sir  Keith  Joseph,  Secretary  of  State  for 
Social  Services,  has  asked  for  more  time 
to  consider  the  Chemist  Contractors' 
remuneration  claim  (see  p  834) 
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Pictured  before  the  Contractors'  meeting  with  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Social  Services  are,  left  to  right,  Mr  J.  M.  T.  Ross, 
Sir  Keith  Joseph,   Mr   G.    T.   M.   David  and  Mr  J.  Wright 

Minister  will 
study  claim 
by  contractors 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  Social  Services,  Sir  Keith  Joseph, 
has  asked  for  more  time  to  consider  the  current  remuneration 
claim  by  chemist  contractors  —  and  has  admitted  that  the 
situation  is  more  complicated  than  he  had  thought. 
That  is  the  reported  outcome  of 


a  meeting  on  Tuesday  between 
Sir  Keith  and  three  of  his  ad- 
visers, and  three  representatives 
of  the  Central  NHS  (Chemist 
Contractors)  Committee,  Mr  G. 
T.  M.  David,  chairman,  Mr  J. 
M.  T.  Ross,  representing  com- 
pany chemists,  and  Mr  J. 
Wright,  secretary. 

According  to  the  contractors' 
side,  the  Minister  listened  care- 
fully to  the  points  put  to  him 
and  asked  "searching  ques- 
tions." However,  he  was  unable 
to  offer  much  hope  that  there 
could  be  any  immediate  change 


of  approach  in  the  present 
method  of  assessing  NHS  re- 
muneration. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  plan- 
ned special  meeting  of  the  Con- 
tractors' Committee  should  be 
deferred  by  one  week  to  Jan- 
uary 13,  1971,  to  allow  the 
Minister  time  to  consider  fully 
the  committee's  representa- 
tions. 

The  provisional  date  for  the 
conference  of  representatives  of 
Local  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittees has  also  been  put  back 
— to  Sunday,  February  7. 


Poisons: 
more 
changes 
proposed 

The  Poisons  Board  has  recom- 
mended to  the  Secretary  of 
State  these  further  changes  in 
the  Poisons  List  and  Rules: 

Dimethyl  4  -  sulphamoyl- 
phenyl  phosphorothionatc  to  be 
included  in  Part  I  of  the  List. 

Diphenoxylate.  The  entries  in 
Schedule  1  and  Schedule  4B  to 
the  Poisons  Rules  to  be  amen- 
ded to  read : 

Schedule  1 :  "Diphenoxylate; 
its  salts;  except  preparations 
containing,  per  dosage  unit,  not 
more  than  2"5  milligrammes  of 
diphenoxylate  calculated  as  base 
and  not  less  than  25  microgram- 
mes  of  atropine  sulphate." 

Schedule  4B :  "Diphenoxy- 
late and  its  salts  in  preparations 
containing,  per  dosage  unit,  not 
more  than  2'5  milligrammes  of 
diphenoxylate  calculated  as  base 
and  not  less  than  25  micro- 
grammes  of  atropine  sulphate." 

Mitobronitol  is  to  be  included 
in  Part  I  of  the  Poisons  List 
and  in  Schedule  1  and  Schedule 
4A  to  the  Poisons  Rules. 

Pimozide  and  its  salts  to  be 
included  in  Part  I  of  the 
Poisons  List  and  Schedule  4B 
to  the  Poisons  Rules. 

Strychnine.  Paragraph  4(b)  of 
Part  I  of  Schedule  13  to  the 
Poisons  Rules  and  Form  B  in 
Part  II  of  Schedule  13,  which 
allow  sale  of  strychnine  for 
killing  seals,  to  be  repealed. 

The  Secretary  of  State  is  dis- 
posed to  include  these  changes 
in  the  statutory  instruments 
now  being  prepared  to  imple- 
ment the  proposals  put  forward 
in  October.  Objections  or  ob- 
servations should  be  sent  as 
soon  as  possible  to  the  Under 


Secretary  of  State,  Home  Office 
(Drugs  Branch),  Room  308, 
Romney  House,  Marsham 
Street.  London  SW  I. 

The  Poisons  Board  is  mean- 
while giving  consideration  to 
propantheline  bromide  and 
methantheUnium  bromide. 
Comments  from  manufacturers 
and  other  persons  interested 
should  be  sent  to  the  Board's 
secretary  at  the  Home  Office, 
Romney  House,  Marsham 
Street,  London  SW  1. 

Two  names  to 
be  removed 
from  Register 

The  Statutory  Committee  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
directed  that  the  names  of  two 
pharmacists  be  removed  from 
the  Register  last  week. 

Frank  Sheridan,  London  N  6, 
it  was  reported  to  the  Com- 
mittee, had  been  convicted  of 
conspiracy  to  procure  the  mis- 
carriage of  a  woman.  George 
Edward  Bristol,  of  Nottingham, 
was  said  to  have  been  convic- 
ted under  the  Drugs  (Preven- 
tion of  Misuse  Act)  of  being 
in  possession  of  Parstelin  tab- 
lets, and  to  have  been  convic- 
ted for  offences  under  the 
Theft  Act. 

Modification 
to  Drugs  Act 

The  Drugs  (Prevention  of  Mis- 
use) Act  1964  Modification 
Order  1970  comes  into  force  on 
January  I. 

Its  main  effects  are  to  remove 
a  number  of  substances  from 
the  provisions  of  the  Act,  in- 
cluding ambutonium  bromide, 
doxapram,  diethylpropion  and 
phenatine,  and  to  add  to  the 
schedule  to  the  Act  cannabinol 
and  its  tetrahydroderivatives, 
methaqualone,  and  certain 
amines  (DET,  DMT,  STP). 
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Up  to  £4,000  pa 
claimed  by  hospital 
pharmacists 

The  staff  side  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Whitley  Council  Com- 
mittee have  submitted  a  new  salary  claim  that  would  give 
chief  pharmacists  in  Category  V  hospitals  a  top  salary  of 
£4,000  per  annum. 

Furadantin 
injunction 
granted 

Mr  William  Albert  Gittoes,  re- 
tail pharmacist,  of  New  Mar- 
ket Square,  Basingstoke,  was 
ordered  by  Mr  Justice  Whit- 
ford  in  the  High  Court  on 
Monday  to  stop  infringing  the 
registered  trade  mark  Furadan- 
tin, and  not  to  pass  off  or 
attempt  to  pass  off  nitrofuran- 
toin as  Furadantin. 

The  injunction  was  granted 
to  Norwich  Pharmacal  Co,  of 
Eaton  Avenue,  Norwich, 
Chenogo,  New  York,  owners  of 
the  trade  mark,  and  Smith 
Kline  &  French  Laboratories 
Ltd,  of  Welwyn  Garden  City, 
United  Kingdom  licensees. 

The  order  also  restrained  Mr 
Gittoes  from  attempting  to  pass 
off  nitrofurantoin  as  the  plain- 
tiffs' goods  by  any  colourable 
imitation  of  the  word  Fura- 
dantin or  a  colourable  imita- 
tion of  the  UK  company's  name 
or  the  monogrammed  initials 
SK&F  in  connection  with  any 
nitrofurantoin  not  made  by 
SK&F.  It  further  directed  the 
obliteration  of  words  or  marks 
on  containers  of  nitrofurantoin 
in  Mr  Gittoes'  custody  or  con- 
trol, the  use  of  which  would  be 
a  breach  of  the  injunctions. 

Mr  Gittoes,  who  did  not 
appear  and  was  not  repre- 
sented, was  ordered  to  pay 
costs. 

The  Statutory  Committee  of 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
recently  directed  that  the  name 
of  William  Albert  Gittoes  be 
removed  from  the  Register  of 
Pharmaceutical  Chemists. 


The  claim  is  based  on  an 
assertion  that  the  salary  in- 
crease awarded  in  March  this 
year,  giving  a  maximum  of 
£2,862,  has  resulted  in  no  signi- 
ficant rise  in  recruitment  to  the 
hospital  pharmaceutical  ser- 
vice. The  deficiency  on  present 
"bare  minimum"  establishment 
remains  at  20  per  cent  and  if 
extensions  to  the  service  en- 
visaged by  the  Department  of 
Health  are  to  take  place  im- 
proved staffing  is  needed. 

HM  (70)  36  "Measures  for 
controlling  drugs  on  wards," 
HM  (70)1  "Security  of  drugs 
liable  to  misuse"  and  HM  69(8) 
"Preservation  of  sterility  in 
ophthalmic  preparations"  are 
cited  in  the  claim  as  suggesting 
ways  in  which  the  hospital 
pharmacist  should  extend  his 
responsibility. 

Details  of  the  claim  are: 

Pre-registration  student, 
£1,300;  pharmacist,  £1,625  (  x  7) 
-£1,950;  chief,  category  I  and 
senior  pharmacist,  £1,900  (x7) 
-£2,500;  chief,  category  II  and 
deputy  chief  category  IV, 
£2,000  (  x  7)-£2,750;  chief,  cate- 
gory III  and  deputy  chief,  cate- 
gory V,  £2,150  (x8)-£3,O50; 
chief,  category  IV,  £2,350  (x9) 
-£3,450;  chief,  category  V, 
£2,600  (x  9)-£4,000. 

Allowances:  Group,  £100, 
£200,  £300,  £400.  Teaching 
chief,  £400,  £500,  £600.  Deputy, 
£125,  £175,  £225. 

Since  the  claim  was  sub- 
mitted the  Government's 
acceptance  in  principle  of  the 
main  recommendations  made 
by  the  Noel  Hall  working  party 
has  been  announced.  Conse- 
quential organisational  changes 
and  the  related  subject  of 
salaries  are  to  be  discussed. 

However,  "it  has  been  made 
clear  to  everyone  and  to  the 
other  side  that  the  Guild's 
claim  stands."  Mr  W.  Mott, 
salaries  secretary,  Guild  of 
Public  Pharmacists  told  the 
C&D  on  December  14.  "We 
cannot  just  go  on  negotiating 
in  the  hope  that  the  Noel  Hall 
report  will  be  implemented." 

No  date  has  yet  been  fixed, 
though,  for  a  meeting  with  the 
management  side  to  discuss  the 
claim  and  Mr  Mott  thought  it 
would  be  difficult  to  say  when 
a  meeting  would  take  place. 


'Useless'  drugs 
sales  ban  ? 

Mr  Michael  Alison,  Under 
Secretary  of  State,  Department 
of  Health,  told  Mrs  Sally 
Oppenheim  in  a  Commons 
written  answer  this  week  that 
he  would  ask  the  Committee 
on  Safety  of  Drugs  to  advise 
whether  any  action  was  needed 
to  prohibit  sale  in  this  country 
of  drugs  described  by  the 
United  States  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  as  "useless"  or 
"dangerous." 


S.  Maw  Son  S  Sons  Ltd  are  endowing  Kings  College  Hospital, 
London,  SE,  with  a  fellowship  in  child  health.  The  fellowship 
is  for  a  seven-year  period  and  will  be  taken  up  by  a  doctor 
specialising  in  paediatrics  who  will  be  conducting  advanced 
research  into  infant  nutrition  and  allied  medical  problems. 
The  picture  shows  Professor  C.  Eric  Stroud  in  the  special 
paediatric  unit  at  Kings  receiving  a  cheque  from  Mr  F.  J. 
Briggs,  managing  director  of  Norcros  Ltd 


Amendments  to 
Drugs  Bill 

Before  the  Misuse  of  Drugs 
Bill  received  its  third  reading  in 
the  Commons  last  week  the 
Government  accepted  a  series 
of  amendments  moved  by  Mr 
E.  Ogden  which  resulted  in  the 
deletion  of  the  term  "retail 
pharmacist"  and  its  replace- 
ment by  "person  lawfully  con- 
ducting a  retail  pharmacy 
business." 

Explaining  the  reasons  for 
the  change,  he  stated:  "It  is  not 
merely  a  matter  of  establishing 
a  status  symbol  for  those  who 
practice  pharmacy,  or  of  sug- 
gesting that  chemists  are  a 
lesser  breed.  It  is  based  on  the 
responsibilities  that  pharma- 
cists have  under  the  law,  and 
it  prompts  the  suggestion  that 
in  this  Measure  we  should 
adopt  the  form  of  words  ap- 
pearing in  legislation  going  as 
far  back  as  1932." 

Mr  Richard  Sharpies,  Home 
Office  Minister  of  State,  con- 
gratulated Mr  Ogden  on  tabling 
the  amendments  and  recom- 
mended their  acceptance. 

During  a  discussion  on  the 
constitution  of  the  Advisory 
Council  on  the  Misuse  of 
Drugs — to  be  established  under 
the  first  schedule — Mr  Ogden 
observed  that  it  was  proposed 
that  out  of  a  minimum  mem- 
bership of  20,  only  six  should 
represent  the  professions  (in- 
cluding the  practice  of  pharm- 
acy, the  pharmaceutical  in- 
dustry, and  chemistry  other 
than  pharmaceutical  chemistry). 


Suggesting  that  there  would 
be  an  imbalance  in  the  mem- 
bership, he  stated  that  "If  there 
is  to  be  an  Advisory  Council 
of  20  members  it  might  be 
better  if  12  were  to  represent 
the  professions  and  eight  the 
profession  of  social  workers." 

Mr  Sharpies  commented  that 
the  Government  had  already 
given  an  assurance  that  the 
Council  would  be  a  broadly 
balanced  grouping  of  medical, 
scientific  and  lay  experts. 
"There  is  to  be  a  minimum  of 
20  members,  but  it  will  be 
perfectly  possible  for  the 
Home  Secretary,  if  he  feels  it 
to  be  necessary,  to  appoint 
additional  members.  In  those 
appointments  we  shall  want  to 
gain  from  experience  and  to  be 
able  to  treat  the  membership 
of  the  Council  with  some  flexi- 
bility." 

Referring  to  a  suggestion 
made  by  Mr  Ogden  that 
clause  17  (dealing  with  powers 
to  obtain  information  from 
doctors,  pharmacists  and  per- 
sons carrying  on  a  retail  phar- 
macy business)  should  be  ex- 
tended to  manufacturers  and 
wholesalers,  Mr  Sharpies  said: 
"As  you  know,  there  are  diffi- 
culties about  this,  but  we  have 
not  lost  hope  of  being  able  to 
bring  forward  a  proposal  to 
meet  the  point  later." 

The  Minister  also  stated  that 
he  did  not  think  it  would  be 
possible  to  reach  a  final  de- 
cision about  barbiturates  before 
the  Bill  became  law.  The  Bill 
now  goes  to  the  House  of 
Lords. 
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A  prescription  for 
urban  pharmacy? 

Two  North-east  London  pharmacists  have  produced  a  report 
on  the  decline  of  urban  pharmacy  in  their  area  —  and  con- 
clude that  few  practising  pharmacists  would  support  the  pro- 
posals put  forward  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  document 
on  pharmacy  in  areas  of  low  population  density. 
Authors    of    the    report  are 


Mr  E.  C.  Evens  and  Mr  R.  J. 
Sambridge.  Both  have  been 
associated  with  the  NHS  con- 
tract proposals  put  forward  by 
North-east  London  Pharmaceu- 
tical Committee,  but  they  stress 
that  this  report  is  independent 
of  that  committee. 

The  report  results  from  a  re- 
quest for  evidence  on  the  situ- 
ation in  North-east  London 
from  Mr  J.  Wright,  secretary  of 
the  Central  Contractors  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr  Evens  and  Mr  Sam- 
bridge  find  that  the  Society's 
document  is  "detached  from 
reality"  and  contains  no  sug- 
gestion for  giving  legal  backing 
to  the  profession. 

North-east  London  is  des- 
cribed as  an  area  of  mixed 
population  densities,  urban  and 
suburban  and  of  moderate 
prosperity,  with  a  high  propor- 
tion of  regular  commuters  to 
the  City. 

Expensive  staff 

Strong  trades  unions  and 
equality  of  employment  oppor- 
tunities for  both  sexes  result  in 
pharmacy  staff  becoming  in- 
creasingly expensive  and  the 
advent  of  a  five-day  week  in 
pharmacy  is  predicted. 

Staff  are  often  recruited  from 
outside  the  immediate  area  and 
increasing  transport  costs  and 
traffic  difficulties  pose  a  special 
problem  for  pharmacists  away 
from  the  high  streets. 

Other  problems  arise  from 
the  large  immigrant  population, 
many  of  whom  refuse  to  master 
basic  English.  Immigrant  trad- 
ing, often  from  small  vans  and 
for  extended  hours,  is  under- 
mining the  pharmacists'  normal 
market. 

The  credit  squeeze,  rocketing 
overheads  (up  to  400-500  per 
cent  in  the  past  few  years), 
supermarkets  and  the  forma- 
tion of  group  practices  are  also 
listed  as  contributing  to  the 
declining  economic  viability  of 
private  pharmacy. 

To  combat  these  problems 
the  authors  call  for  a  concerted 
propaganda  effort  to  bring 
home  to  the  public  the  effect  of 
the  present  rapid  decline  in 
pharmaceutical  outlets  and  the 
fact  that  the  present  level  of 
remuneration  means  that  phar- 


macists subsidise  the  health  ser- 
vice from  other  business  ven- 
tures. 

Since  private  dispensing  is 
now  insufficient  and  counter 
business  is  moving  to  super- 
market and  cut-price  outlets, 
the  health  service  must,  they 
say,  be  rendered  economically 
viable. 

While  agreeing  that  planned 
distribution  of  National  Health 
contract  points  is  essential  the 
authors  feel  that  a  system  of 
inducement  would  be  prefer- 
able to  limitation.  Remunera- 
tion should  incorporate  some 
form  of  premises  retention  fee 
to  recognise  that  part  of  the 
premises  are  set  aside  for  health 
service  use  and  a  retention  fee 
to  recognise  that  the  pharma- 
cist is  required  to  be  present 
on  the  premises  for  a  set  num- 
ber of  hours. 

Two  schemes,  separate  from 
the  NHS,  are  suggested  to  help 
economic  viability.  First  is  for 
restriction  of  all  family  plan- 
ning distribution  to  pharmacies 
and  the  second  for  distri- 
bution of  all  welfare  foods 
through  pharmacies  with  the 
local  authority  contributing 
in  proportion  to  its  present 
costs.  Such  a  system,  says  the 
report,  could  cost  less  than  the 
present  one. 

The  authors  strongly  oppose 
the  use  of  mobile  pharmacies 
and  of  prescription  collection 
points. 

Science  prize  at 
BP  conference 

A  £100  prize  is  to  be  awarded 
by  the  science  committee  of  the 
British  Pharmaceutical  Con- 
ference to  "a  pharmacist  who 
shows  outstanding  ability  as  in- 
dicated by  his  or  her  published 
work." 

The  first  award  will  be  con- 
sidered in  1971. 

The  applicant  must  be  a 
pharmacist  who  is  a  citizen  of 
the  United  Kingdom  and  under 
the  age  of  35  years  at  March 
31.  The  successful  applicant 
will  be  invited  to  present  a  lec- 
ture on  his  or  her  work  at  the 
Conference  in  the  subsequent 
year  (that  is,  1972  for  the  1971 
award). 

The  merits  of  work  may  be 


Mr  W.  E.  Cooper,  outgoing  president  of  the  Ulster  Chemists' 
Association,  places  the  chain  of  office  on  his  successor,  Mr 
W.  J.  Bolon  (see  C&D  last  week,  p  813) 


brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Committee  either  by  the  appli- 
cant, or  by  persons  who  wish 
to  recommend  the  applicant. 
Applications  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  secretary  of  the 
science  committee,  British 
Pharmaceutical  Conference,  17 
Bloomsbury  Square,  London, 
WC  1,  and  should  be  received 
by  March  31,  1971. 

Applications  should  consist 
of  three  copies  of  a  brief  cur- 
riculum vitae,  three  copies  of  a 
list  of  publications  with  titles, 
one  reprint  of  each  paper  pub- 
lished, and  the  names  of  two 
referees. 

'Tax  case  may 
take  a  year' 

If  the  Commissioners  of 
Customs  and  Excise  appeal  to 
the  House  of  Lords  against  the 
Ribena  tax  decision  in  the 
Appeal  Court  (last  week,  p  813), 
it  could  be  at  least  a  year  be- 
fore the  case  is  resolved,  say 
Beecham  Foods. 

Meanwhile,  tax  must  continue 
to  be  charged  because  the  sum 
involved  in  a  full  year  would 
be  over  £400,000.  The  money 
collected  will  be  held  by  the 
Customs  and  Excise. 

The  Commissioners  have 
three  months  from  the  date  of 
the  judgment  in  which  to 
appeal. 

Safekeeping 
of  Drugs 

Questions  relating  to  the  con- 
trol of  dangerous  drugs  were 
put  to  the  Home  Secretary  in 
the  House  of  Commons  last 
week. 

Mr  J.  Kilfedder  asked  what 
steps  the  Home  Secretary  pro- 
posed to  take  to  enable  pharma- 


ceutical chemists  to  provide 
better  protection  for  harmful 
drugs  stored  in  chemist  shops; 
and  whether  any  financial 
assistance  would  be  made  avail- 
able from  public  funds  to 
chemists  to  undertake  what- 
ever safeguards  were  con- 
sidered necessary. 

Mr  Richard  Sharpies,  Home 
Office  Minister  of  State,  re- 
plied: "A  new  code  of  pre- 
cautions for  the  safekeeping  of 
controlled  drugs  is  being  drawn 
up,  in  consultation  with  the 
interested  organisations.  The 
question  of  assistance  is  also 
under  consideration." 

Mr  Kilfedder  also  asked 
what  proposals  he  had  to  insti- 
tute a  system  of  registration 
for  all  persons  whose  work 
gave  them  access  to  dangerous 
and  habit-forming  drugs,  dur- 
ing the  manufacturing  process, 
wholesaling  and  retailing  as 
well  as  in  hospitals  and 
clinics. 

Mr  Sharpies:  "None." 

IH  Rill 

Health  scheme 
delay 

Speculation  that  the  Health 
Scheme  which  was  to  have  been 
introduced  in  the  Dublin  area 
on  April  1,  1971,  might  be 
delayed,  was  confirmed  last 
week  when  the  Minister  for 
Health  announced  in  the  Dail 
that  free  choice  of  doctor  under 
the  new  Health  Act  would  not 
be  available  on  that  date. 

There  has  been  disappoint- 
ment in  pharmaceutical  circles 
at  the  announcement,  which  has 
resulted  from  the  failure  of 
negotiations  with  the  doctors' 
representatives. 
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You'll  fall 

for 

Paillette 


And  so  will  your  customers. 
Because  this  35mm  camera  has 
a  way  of  endearing  itself  to 
photographers.  So  faithful  in  any 
situation — the  razor  sharp  f/2.8  lens  sees 
to  that.  And  so  elegant— they'll  be  proud 
to  be  seen  with  Paulette  in  all  the  best 
places  !  The  Halina  Paulette  boasts  a  fine 
list  of  features  including  speeds  to 
1  /250th  sec,  bright  frame  viewfinder, 
single  stroke  lever  wind,  apertures  from 
f/2.8  to  f /1 6  and  flash  synchronisation. 
The  Halina  Paulette  Electric  has  all  this 
plus  a  built-in  exposure  meter.  Show 
Paulette  off  in  your  shop,  your  customers 
are  bound  to  fall ! 


ffalin 


PAULETTE       PAULETTE  ELECTRIC 


£11.19.3 


£14.19.9 


Ever  Ready  Case  £23.6  Recommended  Retail  Prices 


Sole  distributors:  J.  J.  Silber  Ltd..  1 1  Northburgh  Street,  London  E.C.I. 
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COMPANY 


Cosmetic  company's 
creditors  due  £70,000 

Unsecured  debts  totalling  £64.455,  prefer- 
ential claims  of  £32,698  and  a  sum  of 
£21,000  due  to  a  debenture  holder,  were 
shown  in  the  statement  of  affairs  of 
Priory  Beauty  Products  Ltd,  manufactur- 
ing chemists,  etc,  153  Hertingfordbury 
Road,  Hertford,  at  a  meeting  of  creditors 
held  recently  in  London,  convened  to 
consider  the  voluntary  liquidation  of  the 
company. 

Assets  were  estimated  to  realise 
£47,300,  a  sum  which  would  fully  dis- 
charge the  claims  of  the  preferential  cre- 
ditors but  not  the  debenture  holder,  and 
the  deficiency,  therefore,  as  regards  credi- 
tors was  £70,853. 

Trading  accounts  revealed  that  for  the 
year  to  September  30  1967,  on  sales  of 
£146,302  there  was  a  net  profit  of  £1,056, 
but  in  the  following  year  on  sales  of 
£162,823  there  was  a  net  loss  of  £2.296. 

The  company's  position  was  said  to 
have  been  partly  caused  by  a  general 
falling  off  in  trade  and  to  a  tax  claim  in 
respect  of  wigs. 

Mr  K.  R.  Cork,  of  W.  H.  Cork.  Gully 
&  Co,  19  Eastcheap,  London  EC  3,  and 
Mr  R.  P.  Booth,  of  Booth.  White  and 
Co,  1  Wardrobe  Place,  Carter  Lane,  Lon- 
don EC  4,  were  appointed  to  act  as  joint 
liquidators  under  a  voluntary  winding-up 
of  the  company.  A  committee  of  inspec- 
tion was  also  appointed. 

British  Oxygen  up 

British  Oxygen  Co  Ltd  have  announced 
a  higher  dividend  for  the  year  to  the  end 
of  September,  during  which  sales  were  29 
per  cent  higher  at  £207-9m.  Profits  before 
tax  rose  slightly  less,  from  £151m  to 
£18  5m,  but  a  lower  tax  charge  meant 
earnings  available  for  ordinary  share- 
holders rose  29'6  per  cent  to  £7"7m.  The 
final  dividend  has  been  increased  from 
4  8d  to  5-4d  a  share. 

In  brief 

OBA-Geigy:  Following  the  merger  of  the 
two  companies'  interests,  the  designation 
of  CIBA  Laboratories  Ltd  has  been 
changed  to  CIBA  Laboratories,  Horsham, 

Sussex. 

1NV  Cfaemnische  Fabrick  Naarden:  Directors 
state  that  results  for  1970  will  largely 
correspond  to  forecast.  Increase  in  turn- 
over and  net  profit  of  13  per  cent  antici- 
pated. 

The  cosmetic  and  perfume  house  of 
Orlane-Jean  D'Albret  has  signed  a 
financial  agreement  with  couture  designer, 


Mr  G.  Darby,  market  director,  Beecham 
Foods,  and  his  wife,  were  among  the 
guests  at  St  James'  Palace  recently  for 
the  presentation  of  the  Horlicks  Travel- 
ling Scholarship.  Queen  Elizabeth,  the 
Queen  Mother,  presented  the  1970 
award  (a  two-month  study  tour  of  New 
Zealand)  to  state-enrolled  nurse,  Mrs 
Peggy    Fuller    of    Christchurch,  Hants 

Jean-Louis  Scherrer.  The  association  will 
be  used  to  set  trends  for  make-up,  and  it 
is  possible  that  a  new  cosmetic  range  and 
perhaps  a  new  perfume  may  be  launched 
later  under  the  name  of  Jean-Louis 
Scherrer. 

Bydand  Ltd  have  moved  their  group  head 
office  to  Marlow  Place,  Station  Road,  Mar- 
low,  Bucks  (tel:  Marlow  71111). 
Shin-Daikyowa    Petrochemical    Co  Ltd 

have  selected  BP  Chemicals'  process  for 
the  manufacture  of  50,000  tons  a  year  of 
phenol  and  30,000  tons  a  year  of  acetone 
from  cumene  at  Yokkaichi  in  Japan.  The 
licence  agreement  has  been  signed  and 
application  for  approval  made  to  the 
Japanese  Government. 

Odex  Racasan  Ltd  have  agreed  to  pur- 
chase Peter  Downey  (Hygiene)  Ltd  for 
£275,000. 

Mr  J.  N.  Whitelaw  has  sold  his  chemist- 
label  printing  business  to  Mr  D.  Penn  132 
Kingston  Road,  Wimbledon,  London 
SW  19. 


Laporte  Industries:  Mr  R.  Ringwald  and 
Mr  G.  Somerville  become  joint  managing 
directors,  succeeding  Mr  F.  Poole,  who 
retires  as  managing  director  at  the  end 
of  the  month  but  retains  a  seat  on  the 
board.  Mr  D.  Smith  becomes  chairman  of 
the  organics  and  pigments  division,  while 
Mr  B.  Rigby  becomes  group  marketing 
manager  of  that  division.  Mr  G.  Maddra 
is  appointed  chairman  of  the  chemicals 
division. 

The  Scientific  Instrument  Manufacturers' 
Association  (SIMA)  have  appointed  Mr 
William  Barrett  director  of  the  Associa- 
tion. 

Dorothy  Gray  Ltd  have  appointed  Mr 
Eric  G.  Haseler  their  marketing  manager 
as  from  January  4,  1971. 
Kimberly-Clark  Ltd:  Mr  Don  Phillips, 
promoted  to  commercial  sales  manager, 
industrial  division;  Mr  John  Hufflet,  pro- 


moted to  midland  regional  sales  manager; 
Mr  Ken  Lloyd  appointed  sales  administra- 
tion manager;  Mr  Tony  Harris,  appointed 
assistant  product  manager,  sanitary  pro- 
tection; Mr  David  Hansom,  promoted  to 
assistant  product  manager,  kitchen  towels. 
Lentheric  Ltd  have  appointed  Mr  C.  G. 
Seers,  export  manager  of  Lentheric  and 
Morny  Ltd. 

Schering  Chemicals  Ltd:  Dr  A.  W.  Harcus 
has  joined  the  company's  team  of  medical 
advisers. 

William  Blythe  &  Co  Ltd  have  appointed 
Mr  J.  Wilkinson  and  Mr  T.  G.  Robson, 
BSc,  to  the  board. 

Merck  Sharp  &  Dohmc  (Holdings)  Ltd: 

Sir  Eric  Roll  has  joined  the  board. 
Coalite  and  Chemical  Products  Ltd:  The 

following  board  changes  take  effect  on 
January  1,  1971 :  Commander  Colin  Buist 
resigns  from  the  board  of  Coalite  and 
Chemical  Products  and  from  those  of  its 
operating  subsidiaries.  Mr  Francis  Waring 
has  been  appointed  chairman  of  the  com- 
pany and  its  subsidiaries  and  has  relin- 
quished the  position  of  managing  director; 
Mr  N.  Flack  and  Mr  A.  Goodsell  become 
joint  managing  directors. 


0 
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Mr  Frank  Egglestfon,  assistant  news  editor 
of  The  Times,  has  been  appointed  press 
secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain. 

Mr  Eggleston  began  his  journalistic 
career  with  the  Central  News  Agency,  and 
on  the  outbreak  of  war  joined  the  staff  of 
the  Ministry  of  Information.  He  later 
served  in  India  and  Burma,  edited  several 
forces  publications  and  was  a  leader  writer 
on  the  first  joint  English-Burmese  news- 
paper to  be  published  in  Rangoon  after 
the  city's  liberation  from  the  Japanese. 
After  the  war  he  was  reporter  and  later 
sub-editor  on  the  Press  Association's 
special  reporting  service,  leaving  to  join 
The  Times  in  1949. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the 
Newspaper  Press  Fund,  a  freeman  of  the 
City  of  London  and  a  fellow  of  the  Royal 
Commonwealth  Society. 
Madame  Ma  Thi  Chu,  a  Vietnamese  doc- 
tor of  pharmacy  and  at  one  time  deputy 
director  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Faculty  in 
the  University  of  Saigon,  arrived  in  Lon- 
don last  week  as  the  guest  of  the  Medical 
Aid  Committee  for  Vietnam. 

While  working  at  Saigon  University, 
Madame  Ma  Thi  Chu  was  imprisoned  for 
her  part  in  the  resistance  movement 
against  the  former  administration  of  Presi- 
dent Ngo  Dinh  Diem,  but  immediately  on 
her  release  joined  the  newly  formed 
National  Liberation  Front  of  South  Viet- 
nam. 

As  a  pharmacist,  she  has  worked  closely 
with  the  Medical  Aid  Committee  for 
Vietnam  since  1965  and  has  regularly  sent 
lists  of  medical  supplies  urgently  needed 
by  the  Liberation  Red  Cross. 
Mr  Bryan  H.  Harvey  is  to  succeed  Mr 
W.  J.  C.  Plumbe  who  retires  as  HM  Chief 
Inspector  of  Factories  on  March  17,  1971. 
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Mr  Harvey  is  at  present  one  of  HM 
Deputy  Chief  Inspectors  of  Factories. 
Professor  A.  L.  Hodgkin  has  been  elected 
President  of  the  Royal  Society  in  succes- 
sion to  Lord  Blackett.  Professor  Hodgkin, 
well  known  for  his  outstanding  work  on 
the  ionic  mechanism  of  the  nerve  impulses 
for  which  he  received  a  Nobel  Prize  in 
1963  and  the  Copley  Medal  in  1965,  now 
holds  the  position  of  Plummer  professor 
of  biophysics  in  the  department  of  phy- 
siology, Cambridge. 

Deaths 

Hastings:  Suddenly,  on  December  2,  Mr 
Alexander  Field  Hastings,  MPSNI,  4 
Shimna  Parade,  Newcastle,  co  Down.  Mr 
Hastings  served  his  apprenticeship  with 
his  father,  the  late  Robert  Hastings,  in 
the  first  pharmacy  opened  in  Newcastle. 
He  qualified  in  1939  and  continued  in  the 
business  after  his  father's  death  until  he 
retired  last  year  and  closed  the  pharmacy. 

Rye:  On  December  11,  Mr  Frank  Rye, 
MPS,  PhC,  9  Waltham  Road,  East  Bos- 
combe,  Bournemouth.  Mr  Rye  qualified  in 
1921. 

Sheldrake:  Recently,  Mr  Reginald  Alfred 
Sheldrake,  MPS,  35  Appleton  Gate.  New- 
ark, Notts,  aged  67.  Mr  Sheldrake,  owner 
of  two  pharmacies,  qualified  in  1928. 
Toy:  Recently.  Mr  Philip  Charles  Toy, 
MPS,  2  Dufneld  Road,  Derby.  Mr  Toy, 
secretary  of  the  Derby  and  Derbyshire 
Pharmaceutical  Committee,  qualified  in 
1925  from  Nottingham. 

News  in  brief 

□  The  Shops  (Weekly  Trading)  Bill  intro- 
duced by  Mr  Evelyn  King  which  sought 
to  "liberalise"  weekday  shopping  hours 
failed  to  obtain  a  second  reading  in  the 
Commons  on  December  11.  The  debate  on 
the  Bill  was  adjourned  until  January  29. 

□  Mr  A.  Stoddart,  for  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  said  in  Parliament  on  Tues- 
day that  regulations  to  implement  the 
labelling  requirements  of  the  Farm  and 
Garden  Chemicals  Act,  should  be  made 
"early  in  the  New  Year." 

□  Italian  pharmacists  are  spearheading  a 
new  campaign  against  drug  misuse.  A 
number  of  pharmaceutical  organisations 
are  distributing  posters  and  a  book  en- 
titled, "Drug  Misuse :  A  Leap  Into  Dark- 
ness With  No  Return." 

□  In  1969  the  Dutch  pharmaceutical  in- 
dustry broke  all  previous  records  by 
selling  abroad  more  than  A500  million's 
worth  of  products,  a  figure  that  kept  the 
Netherlands  among  the  10  most  important 
medicine-exporting  countries  in  the  world. 
Sales  to  the  home  market  were  valued 
at  fl302m  (f!249-8m  in  1968);  exports  were 
worth  fl501'5m  (fl421m)  and  imports, 
fl332-5m  (fl237-5m). 

□  A  new  branch  of  the  Ulster  Chemists' 
Association,  the  Falls  Road  Branch,  has 
been  formed  in  Belfast.  Secretary  is  Mr 
J.  Doyle,  Woodsbourne  Pharmacy  Ltd, 
122  Stewartstown  Road,  Suffolk,  Belfast. 

□  Prescriptions  dispensed  in  Northern 
Ireland  during  September  numbered 
867,849  (564,233  forms).  Total  cost  was 
£683,465  (18901d  per  prescription). 


Purchase  Tax 

History  records  one  of  our  celebrated  queens  as  having  said  that,  when  she 
died,  Calais  would  be  found  engraved  on  her  heart.  History,  in  a  hundred 
years'  time,  may  say  the  same  of  Sir  Gerald  Nabarro,  substituting  the  words 
Purchase  Tax  for  the  name  of  the  French  port. 

I  note  that  Sir  Gerald  has  turned  to  toothbrushes  and  toothpaste  in  his 
latest  attack,  the  former  being  free  of  tax  and  the  latter  not.  That  is  one  of 
the  delightful  inconsistencies  of  the  system,  quite  as  absurd  as  one  I  encountered 
many  years  ago.  It  concerned  combs.  I  discovered  from  an  invoice  that  dress- 
ing combs  were,  at  the  time,  subject  to  a  tax  of  33^  per  cent,  and  that  small- 
tooth  combs  rated  no  less  than  100  per  cent.  The  logic  of  the  assessment 
eluded  me,  for  while  the  dressing  comb  appeared  to  be  at  least  a  desirable 
article  in  the  household,  the  small-tooth  comb  was  a  dire  necessity. 

It  did  not  seem  to  me  that  the  remote  machinery  of  government,  having 
debated  the  issue  at  length,  had  reached  the  conclusion  that  head  lice  con- 
stituted a  luxury;  nor,  on  reflection,  was  I  convinced  that  national  leaders 
had  opted  for  what  appeared  to  be  a  financial  penalty  for  head  infestation. 

I  resolved  to  seek  an  explanation  and  in  answer  to  my  query  I  was  visited 
by  an  inspector  bearing  a  large  volume  resembling  in  size  a  bound  edition  of 
two  sections  of  the  London  telephone  directory.  Between  us  we  solved  the 
mystery.  I  had,  it  seemed,  overlooked  the  fact  that  the  small-tooth  combs 
were  made  of  ivory  and  all,  all  articles  of  ivory  were  charged  at  100  per  cent. 
"But,"  I  faltered,  "what  about  combs?"  Combs,  all  kinds,  were  33^  per  cent. 
When,  as  the  cross-talk  comedian  might  have  said,  is  a  comb  not  a  comb? 
But  he  would  find  the  question  difficult  to  answer. 

Court  of  Appeal  decision 

It  is  strange  that  purchase  tax  should  have  taken  up  so  much  of  p  813  last 
week,  for  in  another  column  there  appears  a  Court  of  Appeal  ruling,  that 
Ribena  is  a  medicine  and  therefore  not  subject  to  tax.  I  note  that  there  may 
be  an  appeal  against  the  decision,  but  what  interests  me  in  particular  is  that 
the  Commissioners  of  Customs  and  Excise  have  been  ordered  to  repay  such 
tax  to  the  manufacturers,  backdated  to  1962.  That,  one  can  only  assume, 
refers  to  direct  sales  to  the  retailer,  and  not  to  supplies  made  by  the  manu- 
facturer to  the  wholesaler,  for  in  the  latter  case,  the  tax  was  imposed  at  the 
time  of  wholesale. 

Are  we  to  take  it  that  no  refund  will  be  made  to  the  wholesale  distributor 
who  has  collected  tax  for  eight  years  and  passed  it  on  to  the  Commissioners? 
Are  we  to  take  it  that  the  retailer  who  has  paid  the  tax,  either  to  the  manufac- 
turer or  to  the  wholesaler,  does  not  come  into  the  picture  at  all?  And  are  we 
to  take  it  that  the  consumer,  who  has  paid  a  tax  on  each  individual  purchase, 
is  beyond  reach? 

I  note  that  the  company  says  that  the  refunded  tax  will  be  utilised  to  reduce 
the  selling  price,  and  that  the  reduction  will  be  both  the  present  amount  of 
the  tax  plus  an  amount  to  refund  to  the  customer  the  tax  that  had  pre- 
viously been  paid.  But  which  customers?  And  what  of  the  stocks  held  by 
retailers  which  have  already  paid  the  tax? 

I  have  been  singularly  unsuccessful  in  any  attempt  previously  to  have  that 
recognised.  Altogether,  Sir  Gerald  Nabarro  seems  unlikely  to  be  without 
powder  and  shot  for  a  long  time  to  come. 

Reimbursement  ? 

In  column  3  on  the  same  page,  appears  a  list  of  medicines  now  exempted 
from  purchase  tax  as  from  December  3.  I  hold  stocks  of  some  of  these,  just 
as  I  have  on  previous  occasions  when  exemption  decisions  have  been  reached. 
But  there  has  been  no  attempt  made  to  reimburse  me  for  the  amount  paid, 
and  some  of  the  money  charged  for  tax  has  been  considerable. 
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New  lightweight  tripod 

Johnsons  of  Hendon  are  importing  a  new 
Schiansky  tripod,  the  Profile  Model  116 
(£10  19s  lid),  which  is  versatile,  sturdy 
and  light,  weighing  under  2  lb.  It  has  a 
reversible  sliding  centre  pillar  giving  a 
maximum  height  of  57  in.  The  legs  have 
three  sections  and  are  fitted  with  rubber 
feet  and  locking  screws.  The  tripod  closes 
to  18  in  and  will  fit  in  the  average  brief- 
case. A  second  model,  the  Photo  Tripod 
116/405  (£13  12s  lOd;  £13-64),  has  a  built- 
in  ball  and  socket  head.  It  measures  20  in 
closed  and  extends  to  63  in.  (Johnsons  of 
Hendon  Ltd.  Hendon  Way.  London 
NW4.) 

New  Kodak  printing  papers 

Kodak  are  introducing  a  printing  paper 
with  a  new  type  of  surface,  white  semi- 
matt,  into  their  range  of  bromide  papers. 
It  is  described  as  having  a  consistent, 
evenly  fine  texture  with  a  slight  sheen. 

Available  from  March  1,  1971,  the 
paper  will  be  marketed  in  grades  1,  2  and 
3  of  a  modified  scale  of  contrast  being 
introduced  for  Kodak  bromide  papers. 
Present  grades  1  and  1  special  are  being 
discontinued  and  two  new  grades,  0  and  1, 
introduced.  Grades  0-3  in  the  new  range 
are  matched  for  speed,  while  grade  4  is 
about  half  the  speed  of  the  others. 

Kodak  bromide  paper  (WSG)  will  be 
available  in  all  new  grades,  both  single- 
and  double  weight  and  Kodak  bromide 
white  fine  lustre  (WFL)  in  grades  1,  2 
and  3,  single-  and  double-weight.  (Kodak 
Ltd,  Kodak  House,  Kingsway,  London 
WC  2.) 

'Gem'  from  Wisdom 
Paired  tufts  (pictured  in  close-up  on  this 
page)  to  facilitate  effective  cleaning  be- 
tween teeth  are  a  feature  of  the  new 
Wisdom  "Gem"'  toothbrushes.  The  "Gem" 
comes  in  nylon  (3s  6d;  £0"17j)  soft,  med- 
ium and  hard,  and  bristle  (4s  6d;  £0'22i) 
medium  and  hard.  Colour  choice  is  red, 
blue,  lemon,  black  and  white. 

The  brushes  are  presented  in  packs  of 
a  dozen  with  a  specially-designed  plastic 
base  which  holds  each  brush  upright 
when  those  adjacent  to  it  are  removed. 
(Addis  Ltd,  Hertford.) 


Ln  =  London;  M  =  Midland;  Lc  =  Lancashire; 
Y  =  Yorkshire;  Sc  =  Scotland;  WW  =  Wales 
and  West;  So  =  South;  NE  =  North-east;  A  = 
Anglia;  U  =  Ulster;  We  =  Westward;  B  = 
Border;  G  =  Grampian;  E  =  Eireann;  CI  = 
Channel  Islands. 

Alka-Seltzer:  All  areas 

Artadin:  Y,  Sc,  G 

Andrews  liver  salt:  All  except  U,  E 

Beecham's  powders:  All  areas 

Beecham's  tablets:  All  areas 

Beecham's  powders  +  lemon:  All  areas 

Brylcreem:  All  except  E 

Buttercup  syrup:  Lc,  Y,  NE 

Iron  Jelloids:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  So,  NE 

Macleans:  All  except  E,  NE 

Milk  of  Magnesia:  Ln,  M,  WW,  So,  A, 

We,  CI 

Phensic:  All  except  E,  CI 

Venos:  All  areas 

Vosene:  All  except  E 

Yeast  Vite:  All  except  E 

Week  commencing  December  27 

Alka-Seltzer:  All  areas 

Andrews  liver  salt:  All  except  U,  E 

Beecham's  powders:  All  areas 

Beecham's  tablets:  All  areas 

Beecham's  powders  +  lemon:  All  areas 

Brylcreem:  All  except  E 

Buttercup  syrup:  All  except  Lc,  Y,  NE 

Hedex:  All  except  U,  E,  CI 

Iron  Jelloids:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  WW,  So,  NE 

Macleans:  All  except  NE,  E 

Milk  of  Magnesia:  All  except  U,  E 

Phensic:  All  except  E,  CI 

Venos:  All  areas 

Vosene:  All  except  E 

Yeast  Vite:  All  except  E 


Riker-Rexall  merger 

The  trading  identities  of  Riker  Labora- 
tories and  Rexall  Drug  Co  are  being 
merged  under  the  name  of  Minnesota  3M 
Laboratories  Ltd  with  effect  from  Decem- 
ber 21.  From  that  date  all  invoicing  and 
accounting  stationery  will  bear  the  new 
name  (address  is  Morley  Street,  Lough- 
borough, Leics  LEU  1EP.) 

Riker  prescription  products  will  con- 
tinue under  the  name  of  Riker  Labora- 
tories, and  this  name  will  continue  to 
be  available  only  to  retail  pharmacies 
through  pharmaceutical  wholesale  chan- 
nels. 

Rexall  non-prescription  products  will  in 
future  be  marketed  under  the  name 
Minnesota  3M  Laboratories  Ltd.  They 
will  still  be  available  for  direct  purchase 
by  retail  pharmacies. 

Mavala  distribution 

Mavala  Laboratories  Ltd,  48  High  Street, 
Horley,  Surrey,  having  now  fully  estab- 
lished their  own  operation  in  the  UK, 
have  agreed  with  the  previous  distributors, 
Vestric  Ltd,  that  Mavala  should  undertake 
direct  selling  and  distribution  to  other 
wholesalers.  Vestric  will  continue  to  distri- 
bute Mavala  products. 

Supplies  delayed 

E  R.  Squibb  &  Sons,  Regal  House. 
Twickenham,  Middlesex,  regret  that  due 
to  unforeseen  circumstances  Fungilin  sus- 
pension is  not  yet  available,  but  it  is  hoped 
that  supplies  will  be  ready  early  in  1971. 
The  company  states  that  for  those  patients 
requiring  oral  antifungal  treatment  Nystan 
oral  suspension  and  Fungilin  lozenges  are 
suitable  alternatives. 

Ex-Lax  supplies 

After  three  years'  association  with  E.  C. 
De-Witt  Ltd,  Ex-Lax  Ltd  have  decided  to 
revert  to  their  original  sales  policy  of 
trading  directly  from  their  head  office  at 
Argyll  Avenue,  The  Trading  Estate, 
Slough. 

Additional  pack 

Dome  Laboratories  Division  of  Miles 
Laboratories  Ltd,  Stoke  Court,  Stoke 
Poges,  Slough,  Buckinghamshire,  announce 
that  from  January  11,  1971,  Nystaform- 
HC  0-5  per  cent  cream  will  be  available 
in  a  30  g  pack  (18s,  £0-90)  in  addition  to 
the  existing  5  g  size. 

Maws'  export  catalogue 

Maws  have  recently  launched  an  export 
drive,  spearheaded  by  a  catalogue  which 
is  designed  to  "grow."  It  comprises  indi- 
vidual printed  sheets  held  together  in  a 
specially  designed  loose-leaf  binder. 
In  addition  to  nursery  products,  the 
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catalogue  includes  a  section  on  Maws' 
pharmaceutical  products  and  Maws'  fran- 
chise products.  (S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons 
Ltd,  Barnet,  Herts.) 

Digoxin  test  kit 

Lanoxitest,  a  kit  for  testing  plasma  levels 
of  digoxin,  has  been  launched  by  Well- 
come Reagents.  It  is  expected  to  have  a 
considerable  clinical  application  in  treat- 
ing patients  with  excess  digoxin  in  the 
blood. 

Sensitivity  to  digoxin  can  vary  consider- 
ably and  it  is  difficult  to  predict  a  patient's 
reaction  to  the  drug.  The  symptoms  aris- 
ing from  excess  digoxin  in  the  blood  may 
be  confused  with  those  arising  from  heart 
disease  —  nausea,  electrocardiographic 
changes  and  disturbed  vision.  The  Lanoxi- 
test kit  provides  a  convenient  way  of  dis- 
tinguishing between  the  two.  It  is  the  first 
product  to  be  sold  by  Wellcome  Reagents 
with  a  radio-actively  labelled  component. 
(Wellcome  Reagents,  Beckenham,  Kent.) 

Prices  corrected 

Merck  Sharp  &  Dohme  Ltd,  Hoddesdon, 
Herts,  wish  to  point  out  that  the  trade 
price  of  100  Midomar  tablets  is  24s  (£T20) 
and  that  of  100  Moduretic  tablets  is  63s 
(£3- 15)  [corrected  note]. 

Aid  for  Industry's  Employees 

The  Triangle  Trust  1949  Fund  provides 
grants  towards  education  expenses  or  to 
relieve  hardship  or  distress  for  people 
working  in  the  pharmaceutical  industry 
and  their  dependants.  Those  requiring  in- 
formation or  applying  for  assistance 
should  write  to  the  Secretary,  Department 
CD,  6  Clarges  Street,  London  W  1. 

New  look  for  Light  &  Bright 

Richard  Hudnut  Ltd,  Eastleigh,  Hants, 
have  relaunched  their  Light  &  Bright  Hair 
Lightener  with  a  bonus  offer  new  look. 
Still  bearing  the  same  name,  it  comes 
in  a  smart  new  pack  of  modern  design 
which  is  aptly  illustrated  with  a  head  of 
flowing,  sun-streaked  hair.  Described  as 
a  sunsoft  hair  lightener  in  one  single 
lotion,  the  information  on  the  pack  em- 
phasises the  ease,  simplicity  of  use  of 
the  product. 


B 


Inside  is  a  newly  designed  instruction 
leaflet  which  has  clear,  illustrated,  step-by- 
step  directions. 

To  support  the  relaunch  and  focus 
attention  on  it,  there  are  individual  pack 
crowners.  These  echo  the  design  and 
colours  of  the  packs  and  are  flashed 
boldly  with  the  words  "New  Look." 

T.  Marns'  distribution 

Following  the  acquisition  of  Thomas 
Marns  &  Co,  Rustington,  by  Arthur  H. 
Cox  &  Co  Ltd,  orders  from  wholesalers 
and  retailers  from  January  1,  1971,  should 
be  sent  to  Arthur  H.  Cox  &  Co,  Ltd,  93 
Lewes  Road,  Brighton  BN2  3QJ. 


■  --  ■■   

Richard  Hudnut  Ltd,  Eastleigh,  Hants, 
Light  &  Bright.  12  invoiced  as  10.  (Until 
December  24). 

Trentham  Laboratories  Nottingham  Ltd, 
Easthorpe  House,  Loughborough  Road, 
Ruddington,  Nottingham,  NG11  6LW. 
Cymex,  13  invoiced  as  12.  Secron,  14  in- 
voiced as  13  (until  December  25).  Distri- 
butors E.  C.  De  Witt  &  Co  Ltd. 

Information  wanted 

The  Editor  would  appreciate  information 
on  the  following:  Night  Owl  tablets. 


Christmas  closing  arrangements 

Most  manufacturers  and  wholesalers  are  reopening  after  the  Christmas  holiday  at  their 
normal  hour  on  December  29.  The  timetable  below  gives  an  indication  of  the  arrangements 
being  followed  by  some  leading  companies. 


Closed 

December  23 
from  3.30  pm 


Company  &  Address 

Radiol  Chemicals 
Ltd,  Stipfield, 
Witham,  Essex 


Reopen 

December  28 


Special  arrangements 


December  24 
all  day 


from  12  noon 


from  12.30  pm 


from  1  pm 
from  3.30  pm 

from  5  pm 


Armour 

Pharmaceutical  Co. 
Ltd,  Hampden  Park, 
Eastbourne,  Sussex 
Paines  &  Byrne  Ltd, 
Perivale,  Greenford, 
Middlesex 


E.  R.  Squibb  &  Sons 
Ltd,  Twickenham, 
Middlesex 
Beecham  Ethical 
Distributors  Ltd, 
Great  West  Road, 
Brentford,  Middlesex 
Geigy  (UK)  Ltd, 
Pharmaceuticals 
Division,  Macclesfield, 
Cheshire 

Glaxo  Laboratories 

Ltd,  Greenford, 

Middlesex 

May  &  Baker  Ltd, 

Dagenham,  Essex 


December  28 
December  29 

December  28 
December  29 

December  29 

December  29 
December  29 


Schering  Chemicals 
Ltd,  Burgess  Hill, 
Sussex 

Merck  Sharp  & 
Dohme  Ltd, 
Hoddesdon, 
Hertfordshire 
Organon 

Laboratories  Ltd, 
Morden,  Surrey 
CIBA  Laboratories 
Ltd,  Horsham,  Sussex 
Lepetit 

Pharmaceuticals  Ltd, 
Maidenhead,  Berks 
Cow  &  Gate  Ltd, 
Guildford,  Surrey 
Thos  Kerfoot  &  Co 
Ltd,  Ashton-under-Lyne 


December  29 
December  29 

December  29 

December  29 
December  29 

December  29 
December  29 


Urgent  supplies  of 
ethicals  from  John  Bell 
&  Croyden 

Skeleton  staff  on 
December  24,  8.30  am- 
noon.  Emergency 
supplies  from  John  Bell 
&  Croyden 
John  Bell  &  Croyden 


Telephone  answering 
service  in  operation. 
Emergency  supplies, 
John  Bell  &  Croyden 


Order  department  of 
Pharmaceutical 
Specialities  (May  & 
Baker)  Ltd,  unable  to 
take  orders  after  10  am. 
Urgent  supplies,  John 
Bell  &  Croyden 


John  Bell  &  Croyden 


Telephone  answering 
service 


December  25 


Northern 

Pharmaceuticals  Ltd, 
Bradford,  Yorkshire 


December  29 


Ethicals  only 
December  28, 


9  am- 


noon 
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Fifty  years  ago  Markus  Guggenheim  -  working  in  the  Roche  Research  Laboratories  in  Grenzach 
-  first  isolated  L-Dopa,  the  substance  now  widely  regarded  as  the  most  significant  single  break- 
through in  the  whole  history  of  Parkinson's  Disease. 

Today,  Roche  Products  Limited  are  happy  to  announce  that  Larodopa%  the  Roche  brand  of  L-Dopa, 
is  now  generally  available  for  prescribing  both  in  hospitals  and  in  general  practice. 


Larodopa:  The  Benefits 

This  is  a  significant  step  forward,  both  in  the  percentage 
of  patients  who  can  benefit  from  treatment  and  in  the 
amount  of  benefit  they  can  be  offered.  Two-thirds  or  more 
of  Parkinsonian  patients  benefit  significantly  -  often  dram- 
atically-in  mobility.  Larodopa  is  the  first  treatment - 
medical  or  surgical  -  which  reduces  the  paralysis  (akin- 
esia) of  Parkinson's  Disease  as  well  as  reducing  the  rigidity 
and  the  tremor. 

Larodopa:  Procedure 

Dosage  starts  at  a  low  level,  and  is  increased  gradually  to 
match  individual  needs  and  response.  Dosage  may  also 
need  to  be  adjusted  to  minimize  the  side-effects  which 
may  occur. 

Larodopa:  Precautions 

Side-effects  -  which  are  both  dose-dependent  and  revers- 


ible-occur  in  a  large  percentage  of  cases.  They  can  be 
mitigated  to  some  extent  by  adjustments  in  dosage.  Long- 
term  safety  and  efficacy  have  yet  to  be  established. 

Larodopa:  Full  Information  For  You 

Treatment  with  Larodopa  is  capable  of  making  a  quite 
revolutionary  change  in  the  lives  of  paiients  with  Parkin- 
son's Disease  and  of  their  relatives.  Roche  feel  that  a 
responsibility  is  created  by  that  fact:  a  responsibility  for 
keeping  everyone  concerned  provided  with  full  and  cur- 
rent information  about  Larodopa. 

Roche  propose  to  meet  that  responsibility  by  offering  you 
a  comprehensive  information  service  on  Larodopa.  De- 
tails will  be  announced  shortly. 

*  trade  mark  for  Roche  preparations  containing  L(-)-j8 
(3,  4~Dihydroxyphenyl)-alanine. 


<^R0CHEj> 

Full  information  is  available  on  request  from 
Roche  Medical  Information  Service/ Larodopa,  15  Manchester  Square,  London  WiM  6AP.  Telephone:  01-935  $566 
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Larodopa  Tablets 
are  now  available 
from  your  wholesaler 


*  Trade  Mark     J  323 
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Important 
News. 


After  3  years  happy  association  with 
E.C.  DeWitt  Limited,  the  Ex-Lax  Company  has  decided 
to  revert  to  its  original  sales  policy  of  trading 
directly  from  its  Head  Office  at  Slough. 

This  will  result  in  regular,  speedier 
delivery  of  Ex-Lax  Chocolate  and  Pills  to  all  areas. 

This  change  will  come  into  effect  from 
January  1st,  1971. 

An  intensive  advertising  campaign  in  the 
National  Press  and  National  Women's  magazines  is 
planned  for  1971.  This  will  increase  the  already 
strong  Ex-Lax  consumer  franchise,  and 
create  even  greater  demand. 

For  immediate  delivery  of  Ex-Lax 
Chocolate  and  Pills  write  to:  Ex-Lax  Limited, 
Argyll  Avenue,  The  Trading  Estate,  SLOUGH,  Bucks. 

Or  telephone:  75  20327 
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A  justifiable  claim 

The  salary  scales  being  demanded  on  behalf  of  hospital 
pharmacists  (p  835)  represent  an  increase  that  ranks 
with  those  of  some  of  the  more  determined  unions.  At  face 
value,  they  may  be  regarded  by  the  Government  as  totally 
unacceptable. 

But  what  makes  this  claim  different  is  that  it  fulfils  both 
of  the  quoted  criteria  for  "exceptional"  increases — pro- 
ductivity and  the  national  interest. 

Despite  a  substantial  award  earlier  in  the  year,  hospital 
pharmacy  has  failed  to  attract  its  share  of  new  recruits, 
and  the  establishment  is  said  to  be  20  per  cent  below 
strength.  At  the  same  time,  the  pharmaceutical  service  is 
being  asked  to  shoulder  new  responsibilities  —  and  report 
after  report  gives  ample  evidence  of  the  need  for  a  phar- 
macist's intervention  at  all  stages  in  the  drug  chain.  Ad- 
mittedly some  less-essential  services,  such  as  outpatient 
dispensing,  have  been  curtailed  at  many  hospitals.  But  the 
overall  effect  has  been  to  leave  the  provision  of  a  proper 
service  to  the  dedication  of  a  hard-pressed  nucleus  of  men 
and  women.  Productivity  if  you  like! 

The  national  interest  we  would  equate  with  the  patient's 
interest,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  that  demands  a 
full  pharmaceutical  service  in  our  hospitals.  If  the  hospital 
pharmacist  has  for  too  long  been  the  "poor  relation"  in 
the  profession,  that  is  no  fault  of  his;  he  is  as  worthy  of 
his  hire  as  a  pharmacist  employed  in  any  other  way.  The 
nation  must  be  prepared  to  pay  the  fair  price  for  the  ser- 
vice it  receives. 

Pharmacists  have  no  "rule  book"  with  which  to  draw 
attention  to  their  plight.  The  discontented  and  the  disillu- 
sioned must  simply  seek  their  rewards  elsewhere.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  someone  will  blow  the  dust  off  the  Noel 
Hall  report  and  get  it  "valued"  before  it  is  too  late.  Mean- 
while an  interim  award  must  be  made  that  is  calculated 
to  give  the  hospital  service  the  parity  it  deserves. 

Worth  a  guinea  a  box 

One  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  on  December  3,  1820, 
in  the  Oxfordshire  village  of  Curbridge,  Thomas  Beecham 
was  born  in  a  grey  stone  cottage.  By  the  age  of  eight  he 
had  become  a  farmer's  boy  minding  sheep  for  eighteen- 
pence  a  week. 

The  annual  report  of  the  group  of  companies  which 
inherits  his  name  shows  sales  which  top  £160  million  and 


a  profit  of  over  £28  million — a  far  cry  from  its  beginnings! 

It  was  while  watching  sheep  graze  that  Thomas  noted 
the  herbs  which  healthy  animals  chose  and  which,  when 
dried  and  ground,  formed  the  basis  of  the  pills  and  potions 
which  "launched  him  on  the  ever-shifting  seas  of  com- 
mercial uncertainty." 

At  the  age  of  27  he  moved  north  to  industrial  Lanca- 
shire and  with  a  ten-shilling  licence  was  established  in 
Wigan  as  a  "Chemist,  druggist  and  tea  dealer."  In  the 
winter  of  1858-9  he  moved  to  St  Helens  and  there  started 
the  manufacture  of  pills,  on  the  principle  that  with  limited 
resources  it  is  better  to  concentrate  them  on  one  product. 
He  hawked  his  pills  in  St  Helens'  market  at  6d  a  box  and 
began  his  imaginative  adventure  into  publicity  by  promis- 
ing "one  box  sent  post-free  for  8  stamps  to  any  address." 
As  early  as  August  6,  1859,  the  date  of  his  first  advertise- 
ment in  the  St  Helens  Intelligencer,  he  had  adopted  the 
slogan  "Worth  a  guinea  a  box,"  said  to  have  been  the  un- 
solicited testimonial  of  one  Mrs  Ellen  Butler. 

The  business  expands 

The  next  two  decades  were  periods  of  startling  transition. 
The  orders  for  January  1875  totalled  over  two  thousand 
pounds  and  already  he  was  exporting  to  Africa  and 
Australia.  Ten  years  later  Thomas  Beecham  built  large 
new  premises. 

Thomas  Beecham,  who  had  married  a  Welsh  girl  named 
Jane  Evans  at  Liverpool  in  1 847,  handed  over  the  business 
to  his  son  Joseph  in  1895,  and  retired  to  Southport  where 
he  died  12  years  later  at  the  age  of  87. 

The  proprietary  medicines  industry  has  come  a  long 
way  since  Beecham's  day,  and  the  vast  majority  of  its  pro- 
ducts are  more  the  fruits  of  high-quality  research  than  of 
the  observation  of  sheep! 

Although  the  influence  of  advertising  that  Beecham  was 
quick  to  spot  is  not  unnoticed  by  the  industry  of  today, 
there  are  now  standards  and  controls  which  keep  a  check 
on  the  wilder  claims  advertising  men  might  otherwise  make. 

Certain  proprietary  medicines  are  perhaps  still  too  often 
seen  on  the  market  stall,  and  there  is  continuing  disagree- 
ment between  manufacturers  and  the  pharmaceutical  pro- 
fession on  matters  of  distribution.  But  Beecham  was  among 
the  fathers  of  the  modern  proprietary  medicines  industry 
without  whose  capacity  for  research  the  over-the-counter 
remedy  would  never  have  emerged  from  the  backshop. 


The  History  of  Coronary  Heart  Disease. 

J.  O.  Leibowitz.  The  Wellcome  Institute 
of  the  History  of  Medicine,  183  Euston 
Road,  London,  NW  1.  9|  x  6  in.  Pp  186 
+  bibliography  and  index.  60s. 

Claimed  to  be  the  first  monograph  on 
the  subject,  its  main  chapter  heads  cover: 
antiquity  and  the  middle  ages;  from  the 
Renaissance  to  the  end  of  the  seventeenth 


century;  the  eighteenth  century;  the  nine- 
teenth century — the  development  of  the 
concept  of  infarction;  the  twentieth  cen- 
tury —  the  recognition  of  CHD. 

Handbook   of   Drug    Interactions.    E.  A. 

Hartshorn  PhD.  Editor  and  publisher 
Donald  E.  Francke.  Distributors  in  Great 
Britain  Guild  of  Public  Pharmacists, 
Premier  House.  150  Southampton  Row, 
London  WC  1 .  10x7iin.  Ppiii  +  88.  40s. 
Comprises  18  chapters  which  were  pub- 
lished first  as  articles  in  Drug  Intelligence 
and  Clinical  Pharmacy.  The  first  four 
deal  with  the  subject  in  general  terms, 


including  how  physiological  states  alter 
response  to  drugs,  mechanics  of  inter- 
action, and  classification  of  drugs  and 
interactions. 

Each  of  the  remaining  chapters  covers 
the  -interactions  of  a  particular  pharma- 
cological or  therapeutic  group,  and  in- 
cludes a  table  and  a  list  of  references.  The 
index  of  drug  names  which  concludes  the 
book  generally  avoids  trade  names,  an 
advantage  in  view  of  the  American  origin. 

A  number  of  sections,  particularly  in- 
volving the  nervous  system,  remain  to  be 
published. 
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Beware  the  customer  with  "indigestion" 
is  as  good  an  adage  today  as  it  was 
25  years  ago. 

As  a  young  apprentice  I  well  remem- 
ber the  warning  of  my  apprentice-master 
on  the  subject  of  regular  customers  for 
antacids.  The  occasional  bout  of  indiges- 
tion could  easily  be  treated  by  counter 
prescribing  bismuth  with  pepsin  or  some 
other  similar  favourite.  But  the  regular 
customer  with  persistent  upper-abdominal 
pain  relieved  by  food,  was  always  to  be 
referred  to  his  doctor. 

Were  he  with  us  today.  I  wonder  if 
that  pharmacist  would  be  equally  aware 
of  another  complaint  frequently  misdiag- 
nosed by  the  patient  as  "indigestion"  — 
none  other  than  angina  pectoris,  a  com- 
mon enough  symptom  of  the  medical 
topic  which  today  commands  the  most 
vivid  and  often  frightening  headlines. 

In  the  developed  nations  of  the  world 
heart  diseases  cause  something  like  one 
in  every  three  deaths.  The  pattern  of 
mortality  is  changing.  Infection  and  para- 
sitic diseases  are  giving  way  to  chronic 
and  degenerative  conditions  as  a  cause 
of  death.  Without  question,  in  our  society, 
cardiovascular  disease  is  the  most  im- 
portant single  medical  and  public  health 
problem.  Antibiotics  and  other  drugs 
widely  available  today  account  in  a  large 
measure  for  the  successes  achieved  in 
reducing  mortality  in  the  young.  Many 
young  men,  however,  survive  the  hazards 
of  infectious  disease  or  accidental  death 
in  early  life,  only  to  succumb  to  coronary 
heart  disease  in  their  early  middle-age 
at   the   peak  of  their  value  to  society. 

Vast  sums  of  money  are  therefore  being 
poured  into  cardiovascular  research.  By 
the  middle  of  the  1960's  the  Americans 
alone  were  reputedly  spending  about  $300 
million  per  year.  This  was  divided  into 
some  60  per  cent  spent  by  the  US  Gov- 
ernment through  its  various  agencies,  in 
particular  the  National  Heart  Institute; 
another  15  per  cent  came  from  many 
voluntary  agencies  such  as  the  American 
Heart  Association,  whilst  the  remainder, 
an  estimated  $75  million  was  expended 
by  the  pharmaceutical  industry.  Year  by 
year  there  is  growth  in  the  expenditure 
and  upwards  of  some  20  per  cent  of  all 
medical  research  spending  is  thought  to 
be  accounted  for  by  the  cardiovascular 
research  projects. 

Blame  for  the  increasing  cardiovascular 
death  rate  can  be  fairly  placed  on  coronary 
heart  disease  (CHD).  The  "heart  attack" 
is  by  far  the  most  important  single  cause 
of  death.  Recognition  of  the  multi- 
factorial aetiology  of  CHD  has  been 
gradually  replacing  the  theories  for  one 
pre-eminent  causative  factor.  Undoubtedly 
there  are  pre-disposing  attributes  of  the 
individual  such  as  the  hyperlipidaemias 
described  by  Keys.  Albrink  and  many 
others  and  the  personality  traits  studied 
by  Rosenman  and  Friedman.  These  vari- 
ous indicators  have  presented  the  doctor 
with  many  predictive  guidelines  as  to 
which  of  his  patients  are  more  likely  than 
the  others  to  develop  CHD.  The  doctor 
can  therefore  institute  preventive  meas- 
ures of  various  sorts  with  a  considerable 
measure  of  justification. 

The  underlying  trait  common  to  more 


than  95  per  cent  of  the  victims  of  coron- 
ary heart  attacks  is  atherosclerosis.  It  has 
been  a  popular  concept  that  atherosclero- 
sis is  a  disease  of  ageing.  Now,  however, 
it  is  clearly  recognised  that  atherosclero- 
sis —  the  fatty  obstruction  which  narrows 
the  lumen  of  the  larger  arteries  in  par- 
ticular and  especially  at  the  bifurca- 
tions —  is  in  fact  a  disease  common  to 
mankind  from  quite  early  in  life.  Post 
mortems  on  young  soldiers  killed  in  the 
Korean  War  showed  a  gross  incidence 
of  these  fatty  deposits.  These  were  men 
with  an  average  age  in  the  early  twenties. 
Reversion  of  atherosclerosis  is  therefore 
a  prime  target  in  any  preventive  pro- 
gramme. 

Evidence  of  reversion  has  been  inferred 
from  necropsies  on  the  victims  of  con- 
centration camps  but  this  cannot  justify 
resorting  to  such  treatment  in  a  thera- 
peutic role!  It  does,  however,  at  least 
suggest  the  possibility  of  preventive  meas- 
ures even  if  these  are  only  restrictive  in 
character. 

The  toll  of  smoking 

Considerable  evidence,  including  the 
recent  annual  report  of  Sir  George  God- 
ber,  chief  medical  officer  at  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health,  points  to  the  wisdom 
of  abandoning  cigarette  smoking.  Like 
many  of  the  other  desirable  steps  to  a 
healthier  middle  age  this  is  largely  a 
matter  of  will  power.  In  a  similar  cate- 
gory are  attention  to  obesity  and  the 
chronic  lack  of  exercise  encouraged  by 
our  excessive  use  of  cars.  Some  physicians 
are  content  to  advise  qualitative  control 
of  diet  and  others  recommend  adjustment 
to  our  way  of  life.  An  increasing  num- 
ber are  adding  to  these  measures  active 
drug  treatment  with  clofibrate  where  there 
is  hyperlipidaemia  and  perhaps  other 
predictive  signs  of  a  higher  than  average 
likelihood  of  developing  CHD. 

While  much  of  the  cardiovascular  re- 
search probes  the  role  of  environmental 
and  hereditary  factors,  other  work  on 
CHD  is  concerned  with  more  basic  studies 
on  how  the  atherosclerotic  plaque  is 
formed.  The  stage  is  set  for  a  myocardial 
infarction  by  the  gradual  formation  of 
these  atherosclerotic  plaques  in  the  intima 
of  the  coronary  arteries.  Since  these  are 
the  arteries  which  supply  the  nutrition 
and  oxygenation  to  the  myocardium,  the 
consequences  of  an  impeded  blood  supply 
through  them  is  often  first  manifest  by 
the  pain  of  angina  pectoris.  Hence  the 
dictum:  beware  the  customer  who  com- 
plains of  chest  pain  on  exercise  after 
a  meal  and  thinks  it  is  indigestion! 

Because  of  this  mistake  the  layman 
may  often  neglect  the  warning.  Such  pain, 
frequently  radiating  down  the  left  arm 
and  so  unbearable  as  to  stop  the  victim 
in  his  tracks,  is  the  danger  signal  that 
blood  and  therefore  oxygen  supply  is  out 
of  balance  with  the  cardiac  work  de- 
manded. 

The  pain  can  of  course  be  generated 
by  both  physical  and  emotional  stress.  In 
the  main  the  patient  will  associate  the 
occurrence  of  pain  with  some  particular 
kind  of  event,  for  example,  climbing  the 
stairs  or  an  occasion  of  emotional  stress. 
Such  a  situation  arises  because  the  de- 
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Fig.  1.    Death  rate  per  100,000  population 
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1  Statistical  Abstract  of  the  US,  1968,  US  Department  of  Commerce,  Bureau  of  the 
Census. 

2  "On  the  State  of  the  Public  Health,"  1 968,  HMSO  (table  A6,  p  238). 

3  International  Classification  of  Diseases,  400-404. 


mand  of  the  heart  muscle  for  blood  can- 
not be  fully  met  when  the  diseased 
coronary  arteries  have  been  narrowed  by 
atherosclerosis. 

Classically,  relief  in  this  condition  is 
obtained  by  a  brief  period  of  rest  or 
subsequently  controlled  exercise.  When 
drug  therapy  is  called  for  then  trinitrin 
is  a  long-established  favourite. 

The  vasodilator  properties  of  nitrites 
were  at  one  time  thought  to  be  the  ex- 
planation for  the  value  of  trinitrin  in 
treating  the  acute  attack  of  angina  pec- 
toris. Belief  in  this  mode  of  action  is. 
however,  fading  with  the  recognition  that 
the  atherosclerotic  artery  is  unable  to 
dilate.  Any  dilation  is  bound  to  occur  in 
the  more  normal  elastic  vessels,  possibly 
to  the  disadvantage  of  the  ischaemic  area. 
Therefore  direct  dilating  action  cannot 
explain  the  benefit  from  trinitrin. 

More  probably  this  type  of  drug  pro- 
duces any  beneficial  effect  by  an  indirect 
action.  Thus,  peripheral  dilation  which 
results  in  a  decreased  venous  return  to 


the  heart  will  probably  be  followed  by 
a  decrease  in  cardiac  work  and  reduced 
oxygen  demand.  A  reduction  in  cardiac 
work  restores  the  balance  of  available 
blood  supply  against  oxygen  need.  This  is 
the  rationale  for  the  use  of  the  beta- 
adrenergic  antagonists  propranolol,  ox- 
prenolol  and  the  cardioselective  one 
practolol.  By  curtailing  sympathetic 
nervous  drive  on  the  heart  there  is  a 
contingent  reduction  both  in  the  work 
load  and  in  the  oxygen  need. 

The  digitalis  glycosides  exert  a  com- 
plementary tonic  effect  on  the  heart 
muscle  by  improving  muscle  tone  and 
increasing  the  force  of  the  muscle  con- 
traction. 

Inter-relationships  between  athero- 
sclerotic plaque  formation  and  an  exces- 
sive capacity  of  the  blood  to  thrombose, 
have  also  attracted  attention  in  various 
studies.  Blood  clotting,  or  more  correctly 
this  excessive  tendency  to  thrombosis, 
is  probably  second  only  to  the  blood 
lipids  in  terms  of  investigational  work. 


An  Orwellian 
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One  of  the  theories  of  atherosclerosis 
formation  depends  on  an  increased  tend- 
ency to  thrombosis.  This  factor,  coupled 
with  considerations  of  fluid  mechanics, 
also  tends  to  explain  the  predilection  for 
the  atheromatous  lesion  to  occur  at  the 
bifurcations  of  the  arteries.  These  are 
regions  where  there  is  particular  turbu- 
lence in  the  blood  flow. 

In  the  formation  of  a  thrombus  within 
the  blood  vessel  the  initial  step  is  the 
clumping  of  blood  platelets  and  this  is 
followed  by  a  series  of  steps  (the  so-called 
"cascade")  finishing  with  a  thrombus  of 
platelets  enmeshed  in  fibrin. 

The  anti-coagulant  drugs  exert  their  in- 
fluence by  what  is  strictly  a  chemical 
interference  with  this  biochemical  process 
of  thrombosis. 

It  is  a  matter  of  dispute  whether  the 
anticoagulants  have  been  shown  to  pro- 
vide any  long-term  therapeutic  benefit  to 
the  patient  following  myocardial  infarc- 
tion. Although  some  physicians  continue 
anticoagulants  indefinitely,  their  use  for 
only  a  few  months  after  the  coronary 
thrombosis  appears  to  be  on  better  estab- 
lished grounds. 

The  effect  of  the  anticoagulant  is  en- 
hanced if  the  patient  is  also  given  clofi- 
brate  concurrently.  This  may  be  due  to 
the  protein  binding  property  of  clofibrate 
making  more  of  the  anticoagulant  avail- 
able. Alternatively  it  may  be  associated 
with  the  lipid  lowering  effects  of  the 
clofibrate  but  it  is  not  a  direct  anticoagu- 
lant action  of  the  latter. 

The  mechanism  by  which  emotional 
stress  contributes  to  clinical  coronary 
heart  disease  is  not  clear.  Increased  cir- 
culatory requirements  are  consequences 
of  emotional  stress.  The  so-called  "fight 
or  flight"  stimulus,  resulting  in  the  out- 
pouring of  adrenaline,  may  significantly 
increase  the  work  load  on  the  heart. 

Experimental  studies  in  students  before 
examinations  have  shown  evidence  of  the 
adverse  affects  on  the  heart  induced  by 
stressful  situations.  It  has  also  been  ob- 
served that  there  is  a  marked  increase 
in  the  incidence  of  heart  attacks  in 
accountants  occurring  at  the  time  of  acute 
work  pressure.  The  use  of  sedatives  and 
tranquillisers  is  now  well-accepted  as  a 
means  of  calming  the  coronary  candidate. 
Psychotropic  therapy  can  often  be  help- 
ful through  dampening  emotional  reac- 
tivity, apart  from  any  improvement  in 
the  patienfs  outlook  on  life. 

Although  the  death  rate  from  all  cardio- 
vascular causes  has  not  yet  been  brought 
into  decline  (fig  1)  this  should  not  ob- 
scure the  considerable  progress  that  has 
been  made  in  some  areas.  Tangible  bene- 
fits in  the  decreased  mortality  from  hyper- 
tensive heart  disease  can  be  collated  with 
the  development  of  new  antihypertensive 
therapy. 

A  graphical  illustration  (fig  2)  of  the 
introduction  of  these  drugs  from  the  gang- 
lion blocking  agents  through  the  oral  diu- 
retics and  sympatholytics  to  the  enzyme 
inhibitors  and  the  most  recent  precision 
of  beta-adrenergic  blockade  may  be  re- 
garded as  an  Orwellian  fantasy  showing 
extinction  of  this  cardiovascular  problem 
about  1984! 
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calorie  controlled  diets. 
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Powders  and  tablets  for  the  safe  and 
speedy  relief  of  headaches,  colds, 
chills,  rheumatic  and  nerve  pains 
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AYRES  BIOPSY  CERVICAL  SCRAPERS 

This  high  quality  scraper  immediately  available 
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PROFESSIONAL  NEWS 


Exemptions: 
contractors 
want  a  poster 

fhe  Central  NHS  (Chemist  Contractors) 
?ommittee  is  to  make  representations  to 
he  Department  of  Health  for  a  poster  to 
>e  displayed  in  pharmacies  explaining  the 
irescription  charge  exemption  and  "season 
ickets"  schemes.  It  is  also  to  renew  pres- 
ure  for  a  distinctive  form  EC10  for 
xempt  patients. 

At  the  committee's  last  meeting,  it  was 
lecided  that  an  incident  involving  the 
;iving  of  a  MIMS  price  by  a  receptionist 
o  a  patient  would  be  used  as  the  basis 
if  an  approach  to  the  BMA.  The  Associ- 
tion  would  be  asked  to  remind  doctors 
hat  the  MIMS  prices  were  cost  prices  ex- 
:luding  purchase  tax. 

The  latest  available  prescription  statis- 
ics  were  reported: 

May  1970     May  1969 

"otal      number  of 

prescriptions  ...  22,101,907  21,604,855 
otal    value  ...  £14,769,823  £13,503,363 

Werage    total  cost 

per  prescription  160.38d  150.00d 

Werage       on  -  cost 

(after  discounting)  9.82d  9.37d 

werage  fee   29.88d  28.62d 

A  number  of  complaints  were  con- 
idered  about  the  inadequacy  of  the  on- 
:ost  and  dispensing  fee  applicable  to  the 
upply  of  the  more  specialised  type  of 
tppliances  such  as  Foley  catheters,  urine 
>ags,  ileo/colostomy  apparatus,  etc. 
Pharmacists  had  complained  that  whole- 
alers  seemed  not  prepared  to  keep  in 
tock  the  wide  range  of  available  makes 
ind  that  pharmacists  were  frequently 
jbliged  to  deal  directly  with  the  manufac- 
urers,  involving  the  placing  of  orders  of  a 
ninimum  value,  usually  £10  or  more, 
^ostage  was  an  extra  charge  and  delivery 
delays  of  up  to  six  months  were  quoted. 

The  Committee  agreed,  as  a  first  step, 
o  seek  detailed  information  about  the 
prescription  frequency  and  the  number  of 
pharmacies  involved. 

After  hearing  a  report  about  the  loss  of 
Forms  EC  10  in  the  post  it  was  decided  to 
nake  further  representations  to  the 
Department  of  Health  for  chemist  con- 
xactors  to  be  supplied  with  re-usable 
security  bags  for  the  submission  of  forms 
'or  pricing.  The  Department  would  also 
oe  asked  to  authorise  Executive  Councils 
:o  pay  without  delay  for  prescriptions  lost 
in  transit  at  a  figure  based  on  the  average 
:ost  of  the  contractor's  prescriptions. 

Noting  a  sharp  increase  in  the  number 
of  reports  about  the  writing  of  prescrip- 
tions for  more  than  one  patient  on  a 
single  form  EC10,  the  committee  decided 
to  urge  the  Department  to  take  action. 

In  reply  to  the  Committee's  representa- 
tions, the  Department  had  commented  that 
Executive  Councils  already  had  the  neces- 
sary powers  under  the  Hours  of  Service 
Scheme  to  abolish  rota  services  and  that 


the  information  received  during  the  past 
18  months  had  confirmed  the  readiness  of 
"quite  a  number"  of  them  to  make  the 
requirements  of  the  rota  service  more 
flexible.  The  Committee  would  comply 
with  the  Department's  request  for  further 
details  of  unnecessary  rotas  required  by 
Executive  Councils. 

A  report  from  West  Sussex  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Committee  indicated  that  pharma- 
cists in  Crawley  had  resolved  that  they 
would,  if  necessary,  investigate  the  idea  of 
a  co-operative  or  association  being 
formed  to  provide  pharmaceutical  service 
at  a  health  centre  in  Broadfield  develop- 
ment at  Crawley.  The  service  would  be 
part-time  in  the  beginning  and  full-time 
as  and  when  required,  and  would  be  con- 
ditional upon  an  absolute  guarantee  being 
given  that  whoever  provided  the  pharma- 
ceutical service  in  the  early  days  would  be 
given  occupancy  of  one  of  the  permanent 
pharmacies  when  the  permanent  shops 
and  health  centre  were  built.  The  Central 
Committee  supported  the  principle. 

The  Committee  noted  that  the  BMA  in- 
tended passing  on  to  the  Welsh  General 
Medical  Services  Committee  the  com- 
plaint reported  in  October  about  prescrip- 
tion writing  by  receptionists,  but  ex- 
pressed concern  that  there  seemed  no  in- 
tention of  referring  the  matter  to  the 
General  Medical  Services  Committee  res- 
ponsible for  England.  The  Committee 
would  make  further  representations. 

The  Department  of  Health  had  asked 
the  Commmittee  to  reconsider  the  pro- 
posals relating  to  the  Drug  Tariff  list  of 
proprietary  preparations  with  a  commonly- 
used  pack  size.  It  was  decided  to  confirm 
the  previous  month's  decision  that  the 
Committee  was  not  prepared  to  consider 
this  matter  until  a  satisfactory  settlement 
had  been  reached  on  the  outstanding  re- 
muneration claims. 

NI  Council 
deplores  trade 
'inducements' 

The  practice  of  offering  Christmas  pre- 
sents to  customers  as  an  inducement  for 
business  was  deplored  at  the  November 
meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Northern  Ireland's  Council. 

The  Ethical  Committee  had  considered 
a  report  that  some  pharmacists  had  been 
indulging  in  this  practice.  They  recom- 
mended that  a  circular  be  sent  to  all  mem- 
bers pointing  out  that  it  was  contrary  to 
the  advice  given  in  the  Statement  upon 
Matters   of  Professional  Conduct. 

The  Committee  further  recommended 
that  the  Statement  be  revised  so  as  to 
deal  with  the  issue  of  trading  stamps  by 
pharmacists. 

It  was  agreed  to  pass  to  the  Law  Com- 
mittee a  letter  from  Mr  J.  J.  Knox  sug- 
gesting certain  changes  in  the  procedure 
for  the  election  of  members  to  the  Council. 

The  secretary  reported  that  Mr  B.  J. 


Thomas,  Allen  &  Hanburys  Ltd,  might 
consider  visiting  Northern  Ireland  in 
March  1971,  to  give  a  talk  to  members  on 
"Drug  dependence  and  the  pharmacist."  It 
was  agreed  to  suggest  March  4  or  1 1  as 
possible  dates. 

Presenting  the  report  of  the  Law  Com- 
mittee, the  Committee  which  recommend- 
ed certain  amendments  in  the  Pharmacy 
and  Poisons  Acts  (NI)  1925  to  1955,  Mr 
T  G.  Eakin  said  consolidation  of  those 
Acts  was  likely  to  take  place  shortly.  The 
Committee  hoped  that  the  amendments 
suggested  could  be  incorporated  in  a  short 
Bill  and  become  law  before  consolidation 
took  place. 

Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  Mr 
J.  C.  Wellwood  stated  that  the  amount 
subscribed  by  members  of  the  Society  to 
the  Emergency  Fund  now  exceeded  £1000. 

The  president  reported  on  two  recent 
branch  meetings,  one  in  Londonderry,  the 
other  in  Newry.  At  the  Londonderry  meet- 
ing two  motions  had  been  passed  on 
restriction  of  contract  and  rationalisation 
of  the  pharmaceutical  service.  The  first 
motion  was  "This  meeting  considers  that 
the  quickest  and  fairest  way  to  bring  some 
rationalisation  ,  into  the  pharmaceutical 
service  is  by  the  early  introduction  of 
two-man  pharmacies."  The  second  called 
on  the  Council  to  consider  a  new  con- 
stitution that  would  allow  for  regional 
and  sectional  representation.  The  president 
said  the  former  motion  would  be  con- 
sidered by  the  Working  Party  and  the 
latter  by  the  Law  Committee. 

Rationalisation  with  compensation 

Much  of  the  meeting  at  Newry  had 
been  taken  up  with  matters  that  were  the 
concern  of  the  Local  Pharmaceutical 
Committee.  Those  present  were  in  favour 
of  rationalisation  with  some  form  of 
compensation.  The  Branch  would  try  to 
arrange  another  meeting  early  in  1970 
when  representatives  of  the  Local  Pharma- 
ceutical Committee  would  be  invited  to 
answer  questions  about  health  services 
remuneration. 

The  president  and  Messrs  J.  A.  Boyle, 
R.  J.  Davidson,  T.  G.  Eakin,  J.  Gordon, 
T.  A.  Gray  and  W.  T.  Hunter  were  ap- 
pointed to  meet  hospital  pharmacists  for 
a  discussion  on  the  application  of  the 
Noel  Hall  report  to  Northern  Ireland. 

The  following  were  appointed  to  be 
members  of  the  Society's  Public  Relations 
Committee.  The  president,  Mrs  A.  S. 
Watson,  Dr  F.  Newcombe  and  Messrs 
R.  J.  Davidson.  H.  W.  Gamble.  W.  T. 
Hunter,  G.  E.  Mcllhagger,  J.  L.  Mclntyre 
(chairman)  T.  I.  O'Rourke  and  the  secre- 
tary, W.  Gorman. 

Mrs  Watson  said  one  candidate  at  the 
recent  Council  election  had  prepared  a 
policy  statement  but  the  Chemist  and 
Druggist  had  refused  to  publish  it.  She 
felt  that  the  Society's  official  organ  ought 
to  have  offered  the  same  facilities  to  all 
candidates.  The  secretary  was  instructed 
to  take  the  matter  up  with  the  editor. 

[The  statement  in  question  arrived  too 
late  for  inclusion  in  the  Chemist  &  Drug- 
gist of  September  26,  the  last  one  in  which 
it  could  have  been  effective — Editor]. 

Apologies  for  absence  were  received 
from  Messrs  J.  A.  Boyle  and  B.  Flatley. 


850— Chemist  &  Druggist    December  19/26,  1970 


JL 

J 

H 

n 

< 

h 

n 

n 

Script  pricing 

If  cost-related  prescription  charging  is  at 
present  in  the  mind  of  the  Government, 
and  such  a  system  were,  in  fact,  to  be 
formulated,  how  long  would  it  be  before 
some  Government  decided  that  it  would 
be  a  short  easy  step  for  the  pharmacist 
to  be  responsible  for  full  prescription 
pricing? 

As  this  would  reduce  central  Govern- 
ment expenditure  on  Pricing  Bureau 
staffing,  administration  and  accommoda- 
tion and  transfer  a  large  part  of  it  to 
other  shoulders,  could  one  speculate  whe- 
ther this  may  be  the  objective  in  Mini- 
sterial minds? 

The  opinion  of  the  average  private 
pharmacist  to  further  poorly-paid  respon- 
sibility to  the  National  Health  Service  is 
presumably  fairly  uniform  in  opposition, 
but  what  would  be  the  view  taken  by 
larger  contractors  and  the  major  chain 
chemists? 

L.  Guthrie 

Grimsby 

The  negotiators 

In  reply  to  your  correspondents  W. 
Rucker  and  "Nemesis"  (December  5,  p 
797).  May  I  quote  from  the  leading 
article  of  a  recent  British  Dental  Jour- 
nal on  the  theme  of  Trade  Union  nego- 
tiators. 

"It  has  been  suggested  that  our  own 
negotiators  should  try  to  learn  from  them 
or  that  we  should  endeavour  to  hire  one 
for  our  purposes:  with  him  conducting  our 
discussions  with  the  Secretary  of  State, 
it  is  believed  by  some  that  we  could  get 
what  we  justly  consider  to  be  our  rights. 

"Such  ideas  are  fallacious  and  show  a 
lack  of  appreciation  of  fact.  The  success- 
ful negotiator  does  not  get  his  results  by 
shaking  his  fist  more  fiercely  or  shouting 
louder:  he  reserves  these  histrionics  for 
the  occasions  when  he  is  addressing  his 
troops.  Neither  does  he  present  better 
arguments  than  our  own  negotiators  pre- 
sent —  indeed  the  reverse  is  often  the 
case.  His  power  lies  in  the  certainty  that 
his  followers  will  withhold  their  labour 
if  he  advises  them  to  do  so.  His  success 
lies  solely  in  this,  and  all  those  whom  he 
represents  and  with  whom  he  negotiates 
know  it." 

We  as  a  nation  are  heading  towards 
anarchy.  Surely  a  responsible  profession 
such  as  ours  should  not  help  any  progress 
on  that  road.  Independent  review  bodies 
or  arbitration  —  yes :  but  fist-waving 
militancy — no! 

The  unnecessary  hardships  caused  by 
the  electricity  cuts  and  the  support  of  the 
December  8  strikes  have  greatly  dis- 
counted the  public  relations  of  these  mili- 

its.  Let  the  pharmaceutical  profession 
jfi  no  part  of  them. 

R.  Stoddart 

Hucclecote,  Gloucester 


NPUM  products 

I  feel  sympathy  for  both  Mr  D.  and  Mr 
I  Wright  (last  week,  p  822)  but  feel  there 
is  a  moral  here. 

I  have  stocked  both  Solo  and  Profes- 
sional toothpaste  until  their  demise  — 
largely  out  of  loyalty  to  the  NPU.  In  my 
opinion  neither  product  offered  decent 
value  for  money  to  the  customer,  despite 
the  gimmicks  given  with  the  toothpaste. 

No  one  can  push  an  "own  brand" 
which  is  a  worse  buy  than  the  brand 
leaders,  and  it  is  unfair  for  Mr  I.  Wright 
to  castigate  members  for  failing  to  use 
their  judgment.  I  would  add  that  I  have 
refused  to  stock  NPUM  Antifreeze  be- 
cause that,  too,  is  not  value  for  money. 

J.  N.  Eastwood, 
Brasted,  Kent 

Directors  to  blame 

1  am  in  sympathy  with  Mr  D.  Wright  of 
Kirkbymoorside  in  his  letter  with  regard 
to  the  activities  of  NPUM  (last  week,  p 
822)  and  I  know  of  his  reluctance  to  go 
to  the  pharmaceutical  Press  to  obtain 
replies  to  his  unanswered  letters  sent 
direct  to  NPUM. 

It  is  obvious  that  communications  be- 
tween NPUM  and  NPU  members  is  poor, 
when  the  managing  director  has  to  use 
the  Press  to  defend  his  position  and  say, 
"it  is  wrong  to  seek  to  place  all  the  blame 
on  the  shoulders  of  the  directors  and 
NPUM  staff."  Where  else  can  the  share- 
holders of  a  company  put  blame  for  mis- 
management but  on  the  shoulders  of  the 
directors?  After  all,  they  are  appointed 
to  direct  the  company. 

Mr  D.  Wright  rightly  asks  how  and 
why  two  NPU  products  bearing  the  legend 
"from  your  NPU  Chemist  only"  should 
appear  on  stalls  and  in  department  stores, 
and  the  only  answer  from  the  managing 
director  is  that  the  board  decided  to  cut 
its  losses  and  then  sold  to  dealers  who 
gave  worthless  undertakings.  It  is  a  sick 
admission  for  anyone  in  his  position  to 
make,  and  to  try  to  cover  up  by  implying 
that  NPU  members  did  not  support  these 
products  is  quite  irrelevant  to  the  ques- 
tions asked. 

Why  did  not  the  management  of 
NPUM  inform  members  through  the 
NPUM  Newsletter  that  two  lines  were 
to  be  discontinued  (which  is  fair  enough) 
and  give  the  members  the  opportunity  to 
clear  them  at  reduced  prices.  After  all 
they  were  good  products,  but  I  am  pre- 
pared to  accept  the  board's  decision  that 
they  were  no  longer  viable. 

But.  Mr  D.  Wright  asked  for  assur- 
ances on  four  points  and  only  got  the 
answer  to  one,  ie,  that  the  directors  did 
make  the  decision  to  discontinue  these 
items  from  the  NPUM  list.  Can  you.  Sir, 
obtain  either  assurances  or  denials  to  the 
other  points  which  were : 

□  That  NPU  products  will  not  be  sold 
other  than  through  NPU  members. 

□  That  if  a  line  is  discontinued  it  should 
be  offered  to  members  at  a  reduced  price. 

□  That  members'  letters  be  answered  rea- 
sonably promptly. 

A.  D.  Rhodes, 

Scarborough. 


MARKET  NEWS 

Bismuth  salts 
lower 

Lower  prices  now  ruling  for  bismuth 
metal  have  led  to  decreases  throughout 
the  range  of  bismuth  salts.  Decreases  for 
50  kg  lots  range  from  8s  for  subgallate  to 
16s  for  the  carbonate  and  subnitrate. 

One  supplier  of  salicylates  has  announced 
that  domestic  selling  prices  of  aspirin  and 
salicylates  are  to  be  increased  by  about 
10  per  cent  from  lanuary  1,  1971. 

Last  week's  easier  tone  in  cardomoms 
due  to  the  good  Indian  crop  and  a  poor 
market  in  this  country  has  continued, 
leading  to  a  drop  of  Is  per  lb  each  for 
AJleppy  greens  and  prime  seeds. 

Syrian  cumin  seed  is  again  being 
quoted  after  a  long  absence  at  a  shipment 
price  of  255s  cif  per  cwt.  Shipment  price 
of  Indian  celery  seed  dropped  to  334s  per 
cwt  while  Moroccan  coriander  rose  from 
79s  to  86s  cif.  New  crop  turmeric  for 
March  to  May  shipment  is  now  being 
quoted  at  137s  6d  per  cwt. 

Among  essential  oils  petitgrain  rose  5s 
to  55s  kg  on  the  spot,  shipment  price  is 
now  53s  6d  per  kg.  Elsewhere  prices 
changed  little. 

Shipment  of  Tinnevelly  senna  from  the 
port  of  Tuticorin  during  November  in- 
cluded: 


UK 

US 

Europe 

tons 

tons 

tons 

Senna 

leaves 

7 

27 

63 

pods 

123 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Bismuth  salts:  per  kg. 


Quantity  (kg) 

under  50 

50 

250 

s  d 

s 

d 

d 

carbonate 

138  7 

135 

0 

150 

0 

salicylate 

110  0 

106 

0 

subgallate 

114  0 

110 

0 

subnitrate 

124  0 

120 

0 

135 

0 

Phenolphthalein  :  250-kg  lots  18s  9d  kg. 
Theobromine:  Alkaloid  (50kg  lots),  270s  keg. 


Crude  drugs 

Camphor:  BP  powder  35s  kg  spot:  27s  cif. 
Chillies:  (cwt)   Mombasa,  360s  spot,  280s  cif; 
Zanzibar  370s  spot,  315s  cif. 

Menthol:  (lb)  Chinese,  spot  65s;  shipment  59s  6d 
cif.  Brazilian  40s  spot;  39s  6d  cif,  for  December- 
January  shipment. 

Seeds:  (Per  cwt)  Anise:  Star  165s,  Spanish  green 
247s  6d  ;  233s  cif ;  Caraway :  Dutch  1  90s  cif. Celery : 
Indian,  410s  spot;  334s,  January-February  ship- 
ment; Coriander:  Moroccan,  shipment  86s  cif; 
Bulgarian  spot  88s  (50  kg);  Cumin:  Iranian,  285s 
spot;  Syrian,  255s  cif.  Dill:  (50  kg)  Chinese,  117s 
cif;  140s  duty  paid.  Fennel:  (50  kg)  Chinese,  100s 
cif.  Fenugreek:  Moroccan,  75s  spot,  duty  paid, 
57s  6d  cif. 

Turmeric:  Madras  ginger,  200s  cwt  spot;  165s  cif 
for  prompt  shipment.  New  crop  for  March-April, 
April-May  shipment  137s  6d  cwt. 

Essential  oils 

Citronella  :  Ceylon  7s  9d  lb  spot ;  7s  6d  cif.  Chinese, 
9s  9d  spot;  10s  1  Jd  cif. 

Eucalyptus:  Chinese  80-85  per  cent  12s  6d  kg  in 
bond  ;  1  2s  3d  afloat ;  1  2s  cif. 
Lemongrass:  42s  kg  spot;  35s  cif. 
Peppermint:  (Per  lb)  Arvensis:  Chinese  24s  spot; 
20s  6d  cif ;  Brazilian  1  8s  6d  ;  1 7s  9d  cif  for  new  crop 
(Jan. -Feb.).  American  piperita  45s  to  55s  cif. 
Petitgrain  :  Paraguay  spot  55s  kg  ;  53s  6d  cif. 
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CLASSIFIED 


TEL:  01-24 


SIIUATNNS  VACANT 


Chemists  Representative 

for  London  and  the  Home  Counties.  Good 
basic  salary  plus  commission;  Company  car; 
superannuation;  3  weeks  holiday.  Preferred 
age  23-30.  Apply  in  writing  to: 

Sales  Manager, 
Wigglesworth  Ltd., 
(Willows  Francis  Group), 
Westhoughton.  Bolton,  Lanes. 


TABLETTING 
FOREMAN 

PHARMACEUTICALS 

A  young  expanding  pharmaceutical  company  employing 
and  introducing  the  most  up-to-date  manufacturing  tech- 
niques, requires  a  man  between  30-45  years  with  either 
H.N.C.  or  at  least  5-10  years'  experience  in  the  manufacture 
of  ethical  tablets.  He  should  have  particular  experience  in 
granulating  and  coating  techniques,  and  will  also  be 
expected  to  assist  in  the  development  of  new  and  more 
efficient  methods. 

An  attractive,  progressive  salary  offered  to  this  position  of 
responsibility  plus  pension  and  bonus  schemes,  a  five  day 
week  and  canteen  facilities. 

Write,  phone  or  call,  Monday — Friday  8.30 — 5  p.m. 

Mrs.  R.  Prowse,  Personnel  Assistant, 

Berk  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd., 

Station  Rd.,  SHALFORD,  Nr.  Guildford, 
Surrey.  Tel:  Guildford  65171. 


PHARMACY 
TECHNICIAN 


An  excellent  opportunity  occurs 
in  the  South  London  Branch  of 
a  national  pharmaceutical 
wholesaler  for  a  Pharmacy 
Technician  with  previous  ex- 
perience in   hospital  pharmacy 

Salary  negotiable.  Excellent 
working  conditions,  pension 
scheme  and  other  benefits. 

Applications  with  full  details  of 
previous    experience  to 

BOX  NO.  1709 


REPRESENTATION 
SURREY,  SUSSEX,  KENT 

Applications  are  invited  for 
the  position  of  Chemist  Repre- 
sentative from  ambitious 
Chemists'  Assistants,  prefer- 
ably under  40  years  of  age, 
with  at  least  five  years  "over 
the  Counter"  experience,  resi- 
dent in  the  territory. 
Full  particulars  in  the  first  in- 
stance to: 

The  Personnel  Director, 
CUXSON,  GERRARD  &  CO. 
LTD. 

Fountain  Lane,  Oldbury, 
Warley,  Worcs. 


PRODUCTION 
SUPERVISOR 

PHARMACEUTICALS 

Recent  expansion  of  our  factory  near  Guildford,  Surrey  has 
created  an  excellent  opening  for  a  progressive  young  man, 
aged  between  28-35  who  is  capable  of  accepting  the  re- 
sponsibility of  supervising,  on  his  own,  day  and  evening 
shifts. 

Qualifications:  Preference  will  be  given  to  a  qualified 
pharmacist  who  has  experience  of  pharmaceutical  produc- 
tion :  but  we  would  also  like  to  hear  from  men  of  degree 
or  H.N.C.  standard  with  the  relevant  supervisory  production 
experience. 

Rewards:  Good  basic  salary  individually  negotiated  plus 
very  generous  shift  allowance,  annual  bonus,  pension,  5  day 
week.  Working  in  attractive  Surrey  countryside  but  only 
35  miles  from  London. 

Please  write  to: 

Mr.  H.  F.  Kerr,  Personnel  Manager, 

Berk  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd. 

Station  Road,  SHALFORD, 
Nr.  Guildford,  Surrey. 


SITUATIONS  WANTED 


PHARMACIST.  Ex-Proprietor  de- 
sires part-time,  about  25-30  hours 
a  week.  Full  time  holidays  and  ill- 
ness. Accustomed  to  heavy  N.H.S. 
Knowledge  of  most  agencies  and 
photographers.  Any  hours  to  suit 
except  Saturday.  Within  easy  car 
distance  of  London,  N.W.1.  Box 
No.  1721. 


f  OR  SALE 


MANAGER  or  MANAGERESS 

required  for  expanding  Hertford- 
shire village  pharmacy.  Urgent 
New  Year.  Apply: 

BARNES  &  GABBEY  LTD. 
Tel:  Welwyn  4104 


HOSPITAL 

APPOINTMENTS 


GOODS  FOR  SALE.  Chemists  stock 
comprising  of  dispensary  and  coun- 
ter lines.  Good  clean  stock  in  all 
about  £2,000.  Situated  London, 
S.W.8.  Any  reasonable  offer  for 
disposal.  Please  write:  Box  No. 
1722.  

MISCELLANEOUS 


MANLY  MAN'S  BELT.  Nationally 
advertised  "obtainable  from  chem- 
ists." 52s.  Full  trade  terms.  Order 
by  waist  measurement  from  Manly 
Co.,  23  Freshwater  Parade, 
Bishopric,  Horsham,  Sussex.  Tele- 
phone:  Horsham  5426. 


ILFORD  AND  DISTRICT  HMC 
GROUP  PHARMACY 

SENIOR 
PHARMACIST 


This  is  a  Group  post  with 
duties  at  Barking  Hospital,  Up- 
ney  Lane,  Barking,  Essex,  and 
King  George  Hospital.  Whitley 
Council  salary  and  conditions 
of  service.  Apply  to  Group  Sec- 
retary, King  George  Hospital, 
Eastern  Avenue,  Newbury  Park, 
llford,  Essex. 


Our  address  for  Box  No.  replies  is 
12  Dyott  St  London  WCIA  IDA 
Tel:  01-240  0855 
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GERMAN 
PHARMACEUTICAL 

MANUFACTURER 

with  experienced  representatives 
and  detailmen  is  looking  for 

INTERESTING  PATENTED  AND  BRANDED 
PRODUCTS 

for  the  German  and  foreign  markets. 

Licence  agreement  for  own  active  ingredients 
is  possible. 

Please  write  to: 

RAVENSBERG  EXPORT  GmbH 

7750  KONSTANZ 
POSTFACH  228 
WEST  GERMANY 


TENDERS 


WANTED 


NORTHERN  IRELAND 
OSPITALS  AUTHORITY 


Tenders  are  invited  for  the 
supply  of  drugs  to  all 
Hospitals  for  the  period  1st 
May  1971  to  30th  April  1972. 
Full  information  and  Form  of 
Tender  may  be  obtained  from: 

The  Secretary, 

Northern    Ireland  Hospitals 

Authority, 

25  Adelaide  Street, 
jst  BT2  8FG. 


rnpleted  Tenders 

instructed  should 
to  reach  him  not 
3,m,  on  Monday 

th  1971.  The 
not  -bind  them- 

spt  the  Spwest  or 


WE  WILL  PURCHASE  for  cash  a 
complete  stock  of  a  redundant  line, 
including  finished  or  partly  finished 
goods  packaging,  raw  materials, 
etc.  No  quantity  too  large.  Our  rep- 
resentative will  call  anywhere. 
Write  or  telephone  Lawrence 
Edwards  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  6/7  Welling- 
ton Close,  Ledbury  Road,  London. 
W  11.  Tel.  Park  3137-8.  C  140 


eilSINf  SS  FOR  SALE 


ALDERSHOT,    LARGE    SHOP  FOR 

SALE.  Suitable  for  dispensing 
chemist.  Extensive  shelf  space  with 
a  ready  made  dispensary  area. 
Nearest  dispensing  chemist  approx. 
two  miles  from  this  site.  Thickly 
populated  area  in  urgent  need  of 
dispensing  chemist.  Ten  doctors  in 
close  vicinity  to  back  up  your  busi- 
ness. Further  details  telephone  Mrs. 
Stern,  Aldershot  22192. 


SMfflTTKS 
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00 

C  C 


ar.y  Tender. 


SHOPFITTINGS   —  Manufacturers 
of    chemists   fittings   offer  Special 
Terms  to  chemists  opening  or  re 
fitting    in    Nov.,    Dec,    and  Jan., 
willing  to  act  as  show  installations 
tor  new  range  of  display  shelvirj. 
showcases,    counters    and  c' 
out    units.    Usual    H.P.  fac 
Limited     amount     of    three/ ^Je'ar 
rental    available.    Rocano  LtpTr^St 
Paul^Street.  Bristol  2.  Tel.: jBryQf^^ 


AGENTS 


GIFT  INNOVATIONS  LTD. 


Top  Agents  wanted,  highest  commission  rate — monthly 
draw  against  commissions.  New  Gift  Company  about 
to  introduce  sensational  range  of  novelty  eye  mirrors 
which  are  bound  to  receive  tremendous  sales  accept- 
ance from  the  offset.  The  packaging  is  superb  and 
counter  display  packs  will  be  available  for  all  outlets. 

Only  top  men  or  women  considered  who  have  the 
necessary  leading  connections  throughout  their  indi- 
vidual territory.  Please  write  in  with  a  view  to  Janu- 
ary 1st  commencement.  (All  areas,  U.K.  and  Ireland.) 

Managing  Director, 
GIFT  INNOVATIONS, 
West  End  Showroom  Centre, 
1/2  Hanover  Street, 
London,  W.1. 


Classified  Advertisement  Rates 


Display: 

£4  per  s.c.i.  min.  1"  s.c.  (1"  X  1f") 

-J  page  (4f"  x  3i")  £36 

I-  page  (4f"  X  7")  or  (9"  X  3i")  £58 

1  page  (9i"  x  7")  £98 
Screen:  100 
Semi-Display: 

£3  per  s.c.i.:  min.  1"  s.c. 
Lineage: 

6/-  per  line,  min.  5  lines  @  30/- 
Box  Numbers: 

3/-  extra 
Series  Discounts: 

5%  discount  on  3  insertions  and  over 

15%  discount  on  13  insertions  and  over 
Headings: 

All  advertisements  appear  under  appropriate 
headings 
Copy  Date: 

4  pm  Tuesday  prior  to  publication  data 
Advertisements  should  be  prepaid 
Publication  Date: 

Every  Saturday 
Post  to: 

Classified  Advertisement  Manager,  Chemist  & 
Druggist,  12  Dyott  Street,  London  WC1A  1  DA 
lephone:  01-240  0855 
Circulation: 

A. B.C.  total  average  sale  Jan. /June  1970,  15,158 
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People  always  have  to  pay 

for  excess  weight 


.  .  .  but  how  many  realise  the  price  ? 
Obesity  has  hidden  dangers.  It  can 
lead  to  high  blood  pressure,  bron- 
chitis, angina  and  anxiety.  It  can  also 
worsen  many  other  degenerative 
disorders. 

Dieting  alone  won't  always  help. 
And  the  stimulant  amphetamines  are 
contra-indicated  by  the  recommen- 
dations of  a  BMA  Working  Party. 


So  what  will  help7  The  answer  is 
Ponderax,  a  glycoliptic  agent  which 
has  none  of  the  dangers  of  stimulant 
addiction.  It  does  not  excite  mech- 
anisms involved  in  the  central  ner- 
vous system.  And  it  helps  in  the 
treatment  of  the  hidden  dangers  of 
obesity. 

More  than  1 50  published  papers 
confirm  the  glycoliptic  (fat  mobilis- 


ing) action  of  Ponderax  and  its 
proven  weight-reducing  properties 
(up  to  3.6  lb.  a  week).  There's 
another  big  advantage,  too.  Diagno- 
sis with  Ponderax  skinfold  calipers 
is  more  effective  than  by  weighing 
machine.  A  new  spring-loaded 
version  is  now  available  -  more 
accurate  and  invaluable  as  a  guide 
to  dosage. 


*  Important  note:  In  view  of  the  growing  concern  over  the  misuse  of  drugs  it  is  important  to  note  that 
after  eight  years  of  widespread  international  use  no  case  of  dependence  of  any  kind  has  occurred  with 
Ponderax.  q 

PONDERAX 


FENFLURAMINE 


combats  the  hidden  dangers  of  obesity 


Full  information  from 


GPK 


SERVIER  LABORATORIES  LTD. 

(formerly  Selpharm  Laboratories  Ltd) 

Percival  House,  Pinner  Road, 
Harrow,  Middlesex,  HA1  4HQ. 
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SERVICE 

First  class  transportation  facilities  to  serve 
you  first  with  the  finest  in  pharmaceutical 
chemicals. 

EXPERIENCE 

Over  1 35  years'  experience  in  the 
manufacture  of  pharmaceutical  chemicals. 

RESEARCH 

Over  350  scientists  directing  their 
schnical  knowledge  and  skill  toward  the 
ry  of  new  products  and  the 
Dvement  of  those  already  established. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  CHEMICALS 
OF  THE  HIGHEST  QUALITY 


Amphetamines 

Barbiturates 

Bismuth  Salts 

Bromides 

Chloroform 

Citrates 


Ether 
Iodides 
Mercurials 
Opiates 

Sulphonamides 
. . .  and  many  others 


May  &  Baker 

Pharmaceutical  Chemicals 


May  &  Baker  Ltd  Dagenham  Essex  RM10  7XS 
Telephone  01-592  3060.  Exts:  317and318. 
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